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HE Inſtruction of ſeveral Perſons, having 

fallen to the Author's Lot; he took Care 
to. peruſe all the catechetical Performances, he 
could meet with; and tho' he occaſionally made 
Uſe of thoſe which he judged beſt adapted to his 
Purpoſe, yet he could not forbear wiſhing to ſee 
ſome Work, of that Kind, which at the ſame 
Time that it was ſufficient for Perſons of riper 
Years, might, alſo, be accomodated to meaner 
Capacities ; a Taſk to which, indeed, Men of ſu- 
perior Parts and Learning could not be expected 
to condeſcend, 


Finding himſelf, therefore, under a neceſſity of 
ſupplying this Defect, by his own Labour, and of 
giving his Catechumens, ſome Knowledge of the 
Sacred Hiſtory, in which he ever found them de- 
ficient, and without which the Chriſtian Syſtem 
cannot be underſtood nor explained, he undertook 
the following Work with no other View than * , 
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Religion, 


To the R E A D E R. 


his own Direction in an uniform Method of in- 
ſtructing ſuch Perſons, as happened to be under 
his immediate Care, and now preſents it to the 
Publick, becauſe it has ben ſo fortunate as to meet 
with the Approbation of ſeveral learned Perſons, 
on whoſe Judgment and Impartiality he can rely, 
and who unanimouſly think it may be uſeful. 


It muſt, it is preſuraes, be acknowledged, that 
the Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, the At- 
tribukes of God, which are the Ground-work of 
ſeveral Points in Diſpute with the 
Church of Rome, eſpecially, the Infallibility which 
that Church claims, and from whence all her Er- 
rors proceed, are of ſuch Importance, that 


they cannot be placed in too great a Variety of 
Lights. 


And it is humbly conceived, that whoever in- 
tends to ſerve the Cauſe of Religion, may claim 
univerſal Indulgence, tho* his Performance be far 


from being perlect enough, to merit univerſal Ap- 
probation. 
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CHAP. I. 


Containing the Hiſtory, from the Creation to the Call 
of ABRAHAM. 
| OSES tells us, that about 6000 Years. 
M ago, God created the Earth we dwell 
| on,. Which. being deſigned for Mankind, 
was firſt formed with all that therein was, or did 
belong thereto, in ſix Days; and that, on the Jaſt 
of thoſe Days, Man, the Chief and Lord of all the 
Earth, was made; his Body being formed of the 
Earth or Duſt, was animated by a Soul or Spirit, 
which came. immediately from God, whoſe Image 
or Reſemblance it bore, by the excellent Powers. 
and Faculties wherewith it was endowed, by Righte- 
euſneſs and Holineſs, wherein the Perfection and. 
Happineſs of all reaſonable Beings do conſiſt. 
All reaſonable Beings exiſt to be happy. -—-Fhe 
all- perfect Creator, the bleſſed God, could have no. 
other View in bringing them into being, but as all 
reaſonable Beings ate free, their Happineſs muſt, 
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_ ous. Promiſe, with, the, oppoſite Threat of leaving 
him to his natural Lot of. Mortality and Corruption, 
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to, his Happineſs, of his Miſery. 


2 An Abridgment of 
partly, depend on therifchves, and, in ſome Mea- 


ſure, be their own Production. 

Man was formed with Powers to diſcern and pur- 
ſue his own Felicity, and God had formed all 
Things fit and conducive thereto, fo that by a right 
Ut of his Faculties, and a due Improvement of 
the Almighty's Favours, Man could have been 
Worker with God, in attaining the great End of his 
Exiſtence. $5 

_Adam being taken out of the Duſt, and Eve 
fortned ot. bf dne di hu Ribs, Goll placed this in- 
nocent and happy Couple in a delicious Garden, 
where nothing was wanting to compleat their Hap- 
pineſs, and where that/great and merciful Being of- 
ten converſed with them, to aſſure them of his Fa- 
vour, and inſtruct them in his Will. Man being 
compoſed of a Soul and Body, was, naturally, liable 
ro the Separution of thoſe two different Parts or Sub- 
ſtances. His Body Mmuſt, in Time, decay and be- 
come unfit for his Soul's Habitation, and a thou- 


ſand outward Aecidents might, in the natural Courſe, 
have cauſed this Separation, of Soul and Body Which 
is Death; but eins d 

ine c, the Supreme Bring was pleaſed "to 
make a C 


eligned, by his Cremor, for 


ovenant with him; Wheteby Immortality, 
or an everalling Union of Soul and Body, "WAS, 'by 
ile, aſſigned to Man, if he remained 


Sanction, to the eternal Obligations of Morality, 
which are grounded en the very Nature of Things. 


an, as, a, rational Being, did 'neceffarily per. 
cCeive the Difference between Vittue anck Vice, as 
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Man in Covenant with God, could not be. ig00- 
rant of the Neceſſity. of his Obedience, and ot the 
dreadful. Conſequences of a Revolt. But as, in his 
Circumſtancts, it was ſcarce poſſible he could dis- 
obey God and forego his own Happinels, it pleaſ- 
ed his Maker to give him a poſitive Command, 
whereby his F idelity would be-put to a Trial, and 
an Opportunity given him of acknowledging. he 


was dependant and accountable, as well as indebt- 


ed, for all, to his great Bene factor. This poſitive 
Command, was, that of the Fruits E den was ſo 
plentifully ſtored with, he ſhould abſtain from that 
of one Tree, called | the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil. And had Man paid this Acknowledg- 
ment, and preſerved his Innocence, his Happinels 
which was perfect, would have been laſting, would 
have continued uninterrupted, for ever. 

But Man formed upright, ſoon went aſtray, the 
forbidden Fruit appearing pleaſant to the Eye, 
good for Food, and deſirable to give Knowledge, 
became an Occaſion of Sin. Eve was tempted by 
the Serpent, by Eve, Adam was ſeduced ; both 
eat of the forbidden Fruit, and by failing to pay 
their Acknowledgment, loſt, their Right to what- 
ever they enjoyed, and in Conſequence of their 
Covenant with God, returned to their natural State, 
were deprived of Immortality: which being loſt 


for them, could not become the Inheritance ar 


their Poſterity. 


Man thus fallen from Perfection and Happineſs, 
and no more fit to enjoy the ſame free Commerce 


with the Almighty, nor to inhabit Paradiſe, where- 


in he could find, in the Tree of Life, a Pledge of 
Immortality, if not a natural Virtue to 9 ic, 
was condemned: Adam to till the Ground; Eve, 
to bring forth with Pain, and from equal, to be 
ſubject to her Huſband, whoſe Ruin ſhe had been 
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inſtrumental to ; *both Adam and Eve condemned 
to dic, and become a Prey to Shame and Remorſe, 
were driven from the Face, or immediate Preſence 
of God; and our of Eden, the Abode of Inno- 
cenco. the Seat of perſect Bliſs. 

Thus Sin, Miſery and Death, entered the World, 
thus we'e our firſt Parents juſtly condemned; but 
even then, was Mercy exalted above Severity, and 
God, who had fore-known the Fall of Man, and 
had fore ordained a Remedy thereto, was pleaſed, 
even when he condemned our firſt Parents, to give 
them a glimmering Hope, and raile their deſpond- 


ing Minds. — The ſame God who ſaid to Man thou 


art Duſt and unto Duſt ſhalt thou return, ſaid alſo, at 
the ſame Time, the Seed or Poſterity of Woman 
ſpall bruiſe the Serpent's Head, which Promiſe, tho? 
our Ahrit: Parents did not, perhaps; underſtand the 
full import of, yet they underſtood it to mean, a 
repairing of the Evil they had done, and a thorough 
Reconciliation with God, whom they had ſo un- 
gratefully offended. Conſequently, this Promiſe, 
was ſufficient, to raiſe their dejected Minds, and 
prowpt them effectually to the Practice of Virtue. 
It might have been expected, that Mankind 
would have profited by this Diſgrace, and the Pu- 
niſhment juſtly inflited upon our firſt Parents; that 
taught, by Experience, the Conſequences of Sin, 
they would have avoided it carefully. But this 
was ſar ſrom being the Cafe, the firſt Sin of Man' 
was but an Attempt, and being indulged, produced 
a World of Iniquity. 
Cain, who with his Brother ABEL, are the firſt 


Children of Adam mentioned by Moſes, moved 


with Jealouſy againſt his Brother- whoſe Offering 
was preferred to his; roſe up againſt Abel and flew 
him. Cain's Poſterity became notorious for their 
Wiekedneſs, and Swe Occaſion to the Family of 

a SETH, 


Sacred Hiſtory. : 5 


Stern, who was born to Adam inſtead of Abel, and 
who was obedient to God, to diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves from the wicked Race of Cain, which the 
called Sens of Men, by the Title of Sons of God.— 
Happy, had they ever preſerved ſo glorious a Diſ- 
tinction, but, alas ! it was ſoon loſt, „and the whole 
Race of Mankind, in about 2000 Years, grew fo 
corrupt, that G04 reſolyed to deſtroy , it, by a 
Flood, which overwhelmed the Whole Earth, and 
deſtroyed all its Inhabitants, except Noan. who 
being righteous in bis Generation, found Grace in the 
Sight of God, and was, by him, choſen, to be the 
Reſtorer of Mankind; | 

For this Purpoſe, Noah, by divine S 
ment, built an Arck, Or Ship, wherein he, his Fa- 
mily, (his Wife, his chree Sons and their Wives - 
in al eight Perſons) and Pairs of every living Crea- 
rure,, were ſhut up, and thereby preſerved from the 
Flood. — having however, by the Almighly's Di- 
rection, given Notice of the impending Danger, and 
cadeavoured, by his Advive, to reclaim the Wick- 
ed, and by their Converſion, to avert the Ruin 
their Impenitence brought at laſt, upon them. 

The Flood being over, Noah, with his Family, 
and all the Creatures who, with him, had eſcaped, 
came out of the Arck, and became the Reſtorer of 
Mankind : He and his three Sons, Se, HAM 
and JAr HET, being the Heads and Sources of all 
the Nations which inhabit the Earth. 

Soon after Noah's coming out of the Arck, God 
made a Covenant with him, and renewed Man's 
Obligation to Obedience and Virtue. Notwith- 
ſtanding which, and the Severity ſhewn in the De- 
ſtruction of the old World; Mankind ſoon grew 
depraved ; and, as if Violence and Impurity, 
the reigning Vices before the Flood, were not 
ſufficient Enormities ; Mankind, after the Flood, 


became 


* 
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became idolatrous, and forſaking the one true 

God, ſerved his Works and the Works of their 

own Hands, and fell proſtrate not only before the 
Hoſt of Heaven, but alſo before Idols and I:nages, 
| of Gold, Silver, Wood and Stone; changing the 
1 Glory of the uncorruptible God, into an Image, made 
= \_ like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and four-footed 
; | Beaſts, and creeping Things. ; 
1 The moſt remarkable Event, ſoon after the 
Flood, was the Deſign formed and partly executed 
of building a Tower, which by its Height might 
be a Refuge, againſt another Flood, and the Capi- 
tal or Metropolis of the World. But this Deſign, 
the Effect of Pride, and of a Diſtruſt of God's Pro- 
miſe, not to deſtroy the World again by a Flood, 

roved abortive ; the Almighty diſuniting their 
Minds and confounding their Language, ſo that 
they neither agreed, nor underſtood each other ; 
which obliged them to deſiſt, and the Race of 
Mankind, inſtead of keeping together, was ſepara- 
ted and ſpread over the whole Face of the Earth, 
to people the ſame : — From this Diviſion of 
Minds and Language, the Building was called 
Baztr or Confuſion, | 
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Sacred Hiſtory. | 7 
CHAP Il. 


Containing the Sacred Hiſtory from the Call of Abra- 
ham to the Time the Law was given by Moſes 


ITH the Renewal of Mankind after the 
Flood, their Wickedneſs renewed and en- 
creaſed, Vice and Idolatry ſoon prevailed in this 
new Race. 

To prevent an entire and irrecoverable Depra- 
vity, to hinder a general Deſection from the Service 
of God, it pleaſed that great Being to reveal him- 
ſelf to Abraham, who inhabited the City of Ur, in 
Chaldea, and to make a Covenant with him, where- 
by he was ſet apart to be the Head of a Nation 
which ſhould be the peculiar People of God, to 
whom he ſhould reveal his Will, and give Laws of 
Morality and Worſhip. _ 

To lay the Foundation of the deſigned Separation 
of this People, God commanded Abraham to leave 
Chaldea, to break the Ties he had with his idola- 
trous Countrymen, and to go dwell in the Land of 
Canaan, which he promiſed to give to his Poſteri- 
ty, as their Inheritance, and Property. Adding 
withall, that the Saviour of Mankind ſhoud be 
born among that People, of which he was the 
Stock. This N about 430 Years after the 
Flood. 

Abraham believed and truſted in God, and obey- 
ing his Command, he left his native Country, and 
his Kindred ; and went, with his Wife Sarah, and 
his Nephew Lot, to dwell in Canaan, which hence- 
forth may be called the Land of Promiſe, becauſe 
promiſed to the Poſterity of Abraham, as their 
Lot. 


The 
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The Natives of Canaan, were moſtly idola- 
trous, and vicious, but this was particularly the 
Caſc of the Inhabitants of the Cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrha, with whom the Lord, whoſe Eyes are 
too pure to behold Tniquity, was fo irritated, that he 
deſtroyed thoſe impure Cities, by Fire from Hea- 
ven: ſparing; however, juſt Lot, who dwelled 


there, who ſeeing their uniawfull Deeds, vexed his 
1 Soul, and ſending is Angel to give him 
N frat the impending Danger, and to bring him 
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out gf a Place he was going utterly to deſtroy. 
When Abraham was in Canaan, God appeared 
unto him and made a Covenant with him, which 
related to his Poſterity in partigagar, and to Man- 
kind in general; promiſiyl; I Nations ſhould 
be bleſſed inc his $eed4; Wh gnhed, nut only, 
that the Bleſſings poured ef hy Poſtefity, ſhould 
be a Pattern ot mutual Withes] among Men; but 
alſo hat bis peculiar Seed, whKÞb is Zhbriſt, (ſhould 
| be the Salvation prepared for all People. And to 
confirm this Covenant, and withall to eſtabliſh a 
Sign of the Separation of his Poſterity to be God's 
NR apo People ; God gave Abraham the Sign of 
Circumciſion, which was the Sacrament and Seal of 


lee Covenant, and the ſolemn Method of being in- 
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troduced into it, inſomuch that whoſoever ſhould 

not be circumciſed, ſhould not belong to the Peo- 

MA of God, tut ſhould be cut off, or ſeparated 

rom it, and deprived of all the Privileges they had 

a Right to, as ſuch. To Abraham, aged 100 

: Years, was born Iſaac, to Iſaac was born Jacob, 

oe alſo Iſrael, and to Jacob were born 12 Sons, 

who were the Heads of the 12 Tribes of that Peo- 

7% * after their Fore- father, the 12 Tlibes of 
rael. 

All theſe ſojourned in the Land of Promiſe as in a 

range Country, dwelling in Tabernacles, or Tents, 

Iz and 
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and having no fixed Habitation; but, by Faith; or 
Confidence in God, looking for the fulfilling: of 
his Promiſſes, and for à City which has a laing 
Foundation, whoſe Builder and Maker is God, until 
they went into Egypt, in the Days of Jacob, 
which happened on the following Account and in 
the following Manner. 

Joſeph, one of Jacob's Sons, was much favour- 
ed by his Father as well as by God; who appcarcd 
unto him, in Dreams, (a Method of divine Mani- 
feſtation common in thoſe Days) and gave him In- 
timations of his future Grandeur. 

Theſe Dreams told to his Brethren, together wich 
the Jealouſy ſo common in a Family towards a fa- 
vourite Child; excited the Hatred of Joſeph's Bre- 
'thren againſt him, and made them reſolve to get 
-rid of this favourite of Heaven and of their Father, 
- of this Dreamer of Grandeur and Authority over 
them. They firſt propoſed to kill him, but being 
perſuaded by Reuben, the eldeſt! of them, not to 
imbtue their Hands in their Brother's Blood, they 
fold him to ſome Midianite Merchants, Who brought 
him into Egypt, where they fold. him for a Slave, 
whilſt his Father was made to believe that he had 
been devoured by a wild Beaſt, 

But the Evil Joſeph's Brethren: intended and did 
to him, God meant unto Good. Joſeph, brought 
* Slave into Egypt, but accompanied with the di- 
vine Protection, ſoon was advanced and made next 
to Pharaoh it's King, and thereby became the Pre- 
ſerver of the choſen Family ot Jacob, during a 
grievous Famine, which for ſeven Years, ſorely 
affficted the Lands of Canaan and Egypt, and in 
which this choſen Family mult inevitably have pe- 
riſhed, had it not been toe this admirable Diſpenſa- 


tion of him who is wonderful in Counſel and excellent 
in working. 
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Jacob and his Family being brought down 'inta 
Egypt by Joſeph, was placed in that Part of the 
Kingdom which was called the Land of Gaſben, and 
there the Poſterity of Jacob remained until their 
Number was ſufficient to conquer and people the 
Land of Promiſe, whoſe Inhabitants, not having 
yet filled the Meaſure of their Iniquity, were not 
yet ripe for Deſtruction. | 

Jacob at the Point of Death, ſent ſor his Sons, 
and pronounced a prophetical Bleſſing in their Be- 


half, by which he foretold what was to happen to 


them and to their Poſterity ; and, in particular he 
foretold, that the Saviour of Mankind would be 


born of the Tribe of. Judah, and that he would be 


born before that Tribe ſhould ceaſe to be a 
diſtinguiſhed or ſeparate Body Politick, Gen. xlix. 
o. fixing thereby, the Stock from which he was 
to deſcend, and the Period or Time of his coining. 

After the Death of Jacob and his Sons, the Iſra- 
elites multiplied greatly and waxed mighty ; which 
gave Umbrage to the Egyptians, who, ſoon for- 


getting they were indebted to Joſeph for the Pre- 


ſervation of the Land during the Famine ; reſolved 


to diſpirit and deſtroy them by hard Labour and a 


moſt ſevere Bondage; but God, mindful of his 


Covenant and Promiſſes, at his appointed Time 


reſcued his People, and under the Guidance of Mo- 
ſes and Aaron, brought them out of Egypt, by 4 
mighty Hand and a ftretched out arm, by Signs and Won- 
ders, the moſt remarkable whereof were, the ſlay- 
ing, in one Night, all the firſt born of the oppreſ- 
ſling Egyptians, and the leading of Iſrael thro* the 
Red Sea, whoſe Waters were divided to let them 


' paſs, bur returned and united, to overwhelm Pha- 


raoh, and his Army who purſued them, with an 
Intent to enſlave them a- new, or, utterly todeſtroy 


them. 5 
Moſes, 
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Moſes, having brought the Children of Iſrael out «1 
of Egypt, led them, by God's Direction. to the 
Wilderneſs; where they remained 40 Years, and 
were preſerved in a miraculous Manner, and where 
God gave them Laws, not only to regulate their 
Morals, but alſo their Worſhip and their future 
Polity or Government, in the Land of Canaan, de- 
claring himſelf, withal, the King and imediate Go- 
vernor of this his choſen People. 
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N III. 


Containing the Sacred Hiſtory from the Time when the 


Law was given by Moſes, to the caming of the 
promiſed MESSTAH or SAVIOUR. 


OSES, after governing and guiding Iſrael 
during 40 Years in the Wilderneſs, died 
and was ſucceeded by Joſhua, who introduced that 
People into the promiſed Land, and by a viſible 
Interpoſition and miraculous Aſſiſtance of God put 
them in Poſſeſſion thereof. After Joſhua, Iſrael 
was governed by Judges extraordinarily raiſed by 
God, to rule over them : After this Form of Go- 
vernment had laſted about 400 Years, (and about 
1200 Years before Chriſt) Samuel the laſt of the 
Judges, at the People's Requeſt, and by the Lord's 
Appointment, ſet Saul King over them. After 
40 Year's Reign, Saul being rejected, by the Al- 
mighty, for diſobeying his Commands ; was ſuc- 
ceeded by David, who was choſen by God, and 
was a Man after God s own Heart, as he, ever, ful- 
filled his Orders in the Government of his People, 
and never forſook, nor permitted Iſrael to forſake, 
the Worſhip of God, to become Idolaters ; as they 
had often done, and as they did under moſt of his 


Succeſſors. 


David was ſucceeded by his Son Solomon, who 
built the firſt Temple to the Lord : Solomon, as 
well as David, reigned over tbe 12 Tribes, and 
under his Reign, Iſrael was advanced to the high- 
eſt Pitch of Power and Glory. 

Solomon was ſucceeded by his Son Rehoboam, 
from whoſe Obedience 10 Tribes withdrew, and 
choſe Ferobogm for their King, and from this 
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Time theſe 10 Tribes, made a ſeparate Kingdom, 
called the Kingdom of Iſrael; the Kingdom of Ju- 
dah which remained attached to the Houſe of Da- 
vid, being, hence- forth, compoſed of the two 
Tribes of Judah and Benjamin, with the Levites, 
who were attached to, and employed about, the 
Worſhip of God, and the Service of the Temple. 

The Kingdom of Iſrael, as ſoon as ſormed, be- 
came idolatrous. Jergboam fearing, leſt his Peo- 
ple, going to Jeruſalem to worſhip, might be gain- 
ed over by Rehoboam, ſet up two Golden Calves, 
one in Dan, the ather in Beerſpeba, the two Extre- 
mities of his Realm, which were deſigned, to be 


Repreſentations of the God of Iſrael, to which the 
People might reſort, to worſhip him, and this po- 


liticai Idolatry was maintained, with the ſame 
Views, by all the ſucceeding Kings of Iſrael. 

But this Idolatry was not the only one Iſrael was 
addicted to, they ſerved the Gods of all the neigh- 
bouring Nations, and at laſt, after the Space of 
about 250 Years, under 19 Kings, they were, in 
Conſequence of their Idolatry and Corruption, a- 
bandoned by God, and given up to the Power of 
their Enemies. Shalmaneſer King of Aſſyria, ta- 
King Samaria the Metropolis of that Kingdom, led 
the People into Captivity in Aﬀyria, from whence 
they never returned to form a diſtinct People. 

The Kingdom of Judah was not, ſo ſoon, cor- 
rupted as that of Iſrael, but in Proceſs of Time, 
having abandoned God, they alſo were forſaken by 
him, and led Captive into Babylon by Nebucadnez- 
zar, Where they remained 70 Years. This happen- 
ed about 600 Years before Chriſt. 

After 70 Years, the Jews whom God would not 
yet utterly reject, returned into their Country, un- 
der the Guidance of Zorobabel, Nebemiah and E, 


dras, and by the Permiſſion of Cyrus, Darius and 


he Artaxerxes, 
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Artaxerxes, Kings of Perſia. — The Kin d 
Aſſyria at Bab ing k 12 
AY wy ylon, having been deſtroyed by the 
The Jews being returned into their La 
a ſecond Temple to God, and — Rn — 
their Worſhip, but alſo, as far as they cquld, their 
Polity. From this Time they were moſtly ſubject 
and tributary, to the Kings of Perſia and Syria, for 
ſome Time they were governed by the F amily of 
the Aſmodeans, who were of their own Nation, un- 
til that Family was extinct by Herod, who was an 
Idumæan, and who reigned when Chriſt was born 
= — King of Judea by the Romans, to 
= : 1015 * the greateſt Part of the Earth was 


C HAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Containing the Sacred Hiſtory from the birth of Chriſt; 
to the full Eftabliſhment of Chriſtianity by the 
Apoſtles. : | | * 


HE Fulneſs of Time, the proper and appoint- 
ed Time for the coming of the promiſed Sa- 
viour, being come; Jeſus Chriſt, the promi - 
ſed Meſſiah, in whom all the Prophecies, relating 
to the Saviour, have been fulfilled, was born. The 
Hiſtory of his Birth, of his Life and Death, of his 
Preaching and Miracles, of his Reſurrection and 
Aſcenſion, we have in the Goſpels ; all therefore 1 
ſhall obſerve. here, is, that there are three Things 
chiefly to be conſidered, in; the Hiſtory of our Sa- 
viour's Life. Firſt, the Excellency of the Doctrine 
he preached; which entirely tended to the Glory of 
God, and the Happineſs of Man. Secondly, the 
Miracles Chriſt wrought, which were convincing 
Proofs of his Divine Miſſion. Thirdly, the Holi- 
neſs of his Life, which was a Pattern of Perfection, 
of an entire Freedom from Sin, and of a conſtant 
Obſervance of the moſt exalted Virtues. 

Chriſt, after he had ſuffered to redeem Mank ind, 
being riſen, and aſcended into Heaven, ſent the 
Holy Ghoſt to his Apoſtles, who, filled with his 
miraculous Gifts, preached the Goſpel, and con- 
firmed their preaching by Signs and Wonders. 

The Apoſtles, full of the miſtaken Notion that 
Iſrael was ever to be God's diſtin& and peculiar 
People, at firſt, preached only to the Jews; but 
ſoon, been apprized, by a divine Revelation, that 
the Chriſtian Doctrine was to be made known to all 
Men, they diſperſed, and preached the Goſpel all 


over 
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over the then-known World, and ſo wotiderful 
was their Succeſs. forwarded with the divine Blei- 
ſing, that, in a few Years, the Goſpel was known 


and received in all Places. 


And now the Diſtinction of Abraham 8 Poſterity 
being no more neceſſary, and God, who is equally 
the God of all People, and who had diſtinguiſhed 
Iſrael, only with Views relative to all Mankind, be- 
ing to be known and worſhipped in all Places, the 
Jews ceaſed to be a diſtin& Nation, and the Polity 
and Worſhip eſtabliſhed by Moſs's Miniſtr were 
aboliſhed without any Poſſibility of being eber re- 
ftored ; for, about 40 Tears after Chriſt's A ſcenſi- 
on, Jeruſalem was deſtroyed by the Romans under 
the Commiand of Titus, the Temple was burned, 
ant the Jews diſperſed over alt che Earth, Where 
they ſtift remain, without Diſtinction of Tebis, a 
Hſting Monument of God's Juſtiee towards their 


| 'Ttnpenitence, and of the coming 'of the Meffiah, 


. Vhoty chey {till bk wait for and expect. 
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Obſervations on the Period of. Hiſtory contained in 
Chap. 1. > Ali ni i lavht Dns 
13010 Y; 


aer Ob ſer vation 1: HT * NAG: 


TNURING the happy Interval between'the Cre- 
D ation and the Fall of Man, God frequently 
converſed with him, and, probably, during this 
Period, gave him the Knowledge of many, ichpot - 
tant Truths, which he handed down to Poſteri- 
ty, ſome Footſteps whereof, they did; ever preſerve, 
tho” they could not trace them up to their Origin. 
—Which Truths have been disfigured by many, 
whilſt others have aſcribed the Knowledge of them 
2 the Force of Reaſon, tho” it was owing to Reve- 
ation. | 


OBſ. 2. God had foreſeen the Fall of Man, for 
all Things paſt, preſent and to come, are known 
unto him. God had foreſeen the Fall of Man, 
but as Man is an intelligent and free Being, the 
Almighty, who had created him what he was, and 
ever acts in a Manner conſiſtent with his Perſccti- 
ons, and ſuitable to the Nature of the Creatures he 
has formed ; could interfere no farther to prevent 
this Fall, occaſioned by the Abuſe of Man's Liber- 
ty, than to forewarn, adviſe and inſtruct him. As 
to the reſt, Man was to be leſt in the Hand of his 
own Counſel, to chuſe Life or Death, Which were 
ſet before him. z 3 

Ob. 3. We read, in Moſes's Account of 
Adam's Fall, of no Tempter but the Serpent, but 
it is eaſy to conceive, that the Serpent was only an 
Inſtrument employed by ſome Being capable to ſe- 
2 D duce, 
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duce, and from Revel. xii. ver. 9. where the De- 
vil is called the old Serpent it appears that the Fall 
of Man, was brought about, by a Being who was 
created and had finned before Man; and who be- 
ing become miſerable by Sin, and being envious of 
Man's Happinefs, - reſolved to attempt his Ruin, 
and involve him in the Condemnation he had juſt- 
ly undergone. 

Obſ. 4. The Scheme laid to ſeduce our firſt 
Parents, was well laid, and worthy of the Subtility 
and Malice of the infernal Spirit who contrived it. 
Firſt, he choſe not to attack Adam and Eve toge- 
ther, as they might have aſſifted each other, but 
to begin by Eve, who being created laſt, had lefs 
Experience and was leſs habituated to Virtue : be- 
fides, he well knew, that if Eve was gained, ſhe 
would ſoon influence the Mind of Adam, by whom 
ſhe was fo much beloved, and who would not miſ- 
truſt what came from ſo dear a Hand. Secondly, 
he introduces his Arempt by ſtarting a Doubt as to 
the Reality of the divine Injunction, concerning the 
forbidden Fruit, but left this ſhould prove too 
ſtriking an Attempr, he waves it, and carps at the 
Meaning thereof, intimating withall, not only that 
they had miſ-underſtood it, but alſo that Envy had 
prompted ſuch a Command. God doth know, that 
in the Day ye eat thereof, then your Eyes ſhall be 
opened, and ye ſhall be as Gods. ones, 

Ob. 5. The command concerning the forbid- 
den Fruit, cannot, if well conſidered, appear of 
ſmall Importance, for, beſides that nothing is of 
ſmall Importance that comes from God, the Eaſi- 
neſs of the Injunction makes Adam the more bla- 
mable, for not oblerving the ſame. 

Bur chiefly it muſt be conſidered that by the Co- 
venant that Gad made with Adam, he obtained the 
Privilege of Immortality, to which he had no na- 

tyral 


Sacred Hiſtory. = , 
tural Claim, conſequently it could be no Hardſhip 
to require ſome Acknowledgment for ſuch a Grant, 
much leſs, ſo eaſy a Condition. . 4B rr 

OBſ. 6. Tho? Adam was ſeduced yet he fell 
freely, and by his own Fault; he might have reſiſt- 
ed the Temptation, if he had made a right Uſe of 
his Reaſon, but every Creature being neceſlarily 
variable, capable of being deceived and of chuſing 
ill, Adam was deceived, and choſe wrong. A 
preſent apparent Good, made him loſe Sight of his 
real and moſt laſting Intereſts. | 

Ob. 7. Man, being formed upright and 
happy, and having, by wilfully loſing his Inno- 
cence, loſt his Felicity, might juſtly have been fot - 
ſaken by his Creator, whom he had, firſt forſaken. 
But God, whoſe Mercies are infinite,” had provided 
a Remedy for him, which tho* not to be entirely 
adminiſtred but in remote Ages, yet was, in Part, 
and as far as was neceſſary, applied immediately 
after the Evil happened, and the Diſeaſe was begun ; 
and this by three different Methods, then begun 
and ever employed, in a conſtant and well- connected 
Series. | | 

Firſt, by a general Promiſe of a Saviour, impli- 
ed in theſe Words, the Seed of the Woman hall 
bruiſe the. Serpent's Head, from which Time the 
Scheme of Man's Redemption was ever carried on, 
and all Things prepared for the coming of a Sa- 
viour. prongs | 

Secondly, by God's founding a Church, or ſet- 
ting apart ſome Men, who feared him, in the Mieſt 
of the too general Depravity of Mankind, which 
Church, began in the Perſon of Adam, continued 
in the Families of Seth, Noah, and Abraham; and 
was preſerved by an immediate and miraculous Pro- 
tection of God, as well as blefſed with his moſt ſig- 
nal Favours. | | 


D 2 Thirdly 
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Thirdly, by ſignal Inſtances of a governing Pro- 
vidence, watching over the Conduct of Men, pu- 
niſhing the Wicked and rewarding the Good. 

During, the Period from Adam to Abraham, we 
find nothing relating to the deſigned Saviour, but 
the general Promiſe already mentioned, Gen. 111. 
I ko Time in which this Promiſe was to be ful- 
filled, being too remote to require or permit, any 
Thing more explicit. 

During this Period, God founded and preſerved 
to himſelf a Church, by revealing himſelt, at ſun- 
ary Tings, and in divers Manners, to the Poſterity 
of Seth, and in particular, to Enoch and Noah; 
and there even ſeems to have been ſome Place, 
where God manifeſted himſelf, _ in a particular 
Manner ; for Moſes ſpeaks, Gen, iv. 14. of the 
Face, or Preſence of God. DE 

In this Period, are ſignal Iyſtances of God's go- 
verning Providence; ot his Goodneſs towards the 
Righteous, and of his Severity towards the Wick- 
ed, thereby not leaving. himlelf without Witneſs 
to all Men. Of the Jatter Kind were the Puniſh- 
ment of Cain, who was not put to Death, for the 
Murder of his Brother, becauſe the Earth was not 
vet peopled, but was exiled from the Place of his 
Nativity, made, a Vagabond or Fugitive upon 
Earth, and driven from the Preſence ot God, as be- 
ing unworthy to appear before him: And the De: 

ſtruction of Mankind, by the Flood, on Ac- 
count of their Wickedneſs, which was a ſtrikipg 
Mofiument and Proof of God's Hatred for Vice. 

Ot the divine Protection to the Righteous, E- 
noch and Noah, were ſignal Inſtances.; the former, 
during a Period when Men lived very long, ha- 
ving remained on Earth but a ſhort Time in Com- 
pariſon of others, but having walked with God, 
was not; God having taken him that he ſhould 

* hb not 
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not ſee Death, and having tranſlated him Soul and 
Body, into Heaven, there to receive, the Reward 
of his Holineſs and Virtue; which far ſurpaſſes the 
Bleſſings he could have received in this Life, Which 
is ever a State of Imperfection: As for Noah; be- 
ing juſt and perfect in his Generation, or conſider- 
ing the Time he lived in, found Grace in the Eyes 
of the Lord and was preſerved from the univerſal 
Deſtruction of Mankind by the Flood. 


Particular Obſervations on this 
Period. 


OSES remarks, Gen. ix, 13. that every 
living Thing was permitted to Man, for. 

Food, even as the green Herb, and Gen, iii. 2c. that 
after Adam's Fall, God made unto Adam and bis 
Wife, Coats of Skins of Beaſts. —From the tormer 
of theſe Texts, it appears, that Men did not eat 
3 Fleſh before the Fd, boy that they fed on the 
Fruits of the Earth, or, at maſt, on the Milk of, 
living Creatures. And from the latter it appears 
that Beaſts were flain immediately after the Fall; 
Now ſince Coats were made of the Skins of Beaſts, 
and Men did not cat of their Fleſh ; they mult. 
haye been ſlain for ſome other Uſe; and from, 
theſe two Texts united it is natural to conclude, 
that the Beaſts, of whoſe Skins Coats were made 
unto Adam, not being ſlain to feed on, were; put; 
to Death for ſome other Intent, namely, that by 
divine Appointment, they were offered as a. Sacri- 
fice, to the Almighty, who would thereby, lay be- 
fore Man, a lively Image of Death which he had: 
incurred and deſerved, and which he eſcaped for a 
; while ; 
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while ; by ſubſtituting the Life of a Beaſt inſtead of 
his own, now forfeited, and only preſerved by Fa- 
 vour.— Conſequently it will follow, that Sacrifices 
were a Part of divine Worſhip, ever ſince the Fall, 
inſtituted by God, to be a conſtant Image of Man's 
Mortality, and a Type or Repreſentation of the 
Death of our Saviour, by which true Sacrifice and 
ſafficient Atonement of this the ſecond Adam, 
Mankind has been reinſtated, in his Right of Im- 
mortality, which he had loſt in the firſt. 

And indeed this Original of Sacrifices, is the on- 
ly Means poſſible to account for the general Uſe 
thereof, among all Nations, who had received this 
Inſtitution from our firſt and common Parent, and 

actiſed the ſame, tho' they had forgotten the true 

mport or Signification thereof. 

Each Beaſt offered in Sacrifice repreſented the 
deſerved Death of the offering Sinner ; and the 
whole ſacrifical Form of Worlhip, was a Repre- 
ſentation of the Death of Chriſt, by which Man- 
kind have been redeemed from Death, to which 
they were devoted, in Conſequence of Sin. 

Obſ. 2. In Proceſs of Time, 130 Years after 
the Creation, Cain brought of the Fruit of the 
Ground an Offering unto the Lord, and Abel brought 
of the Firſtlings of his Flocks, and Moſes adds, that 
the Lord bad reſpe unto Abel and to his Offering, 
but unto Cain and 10 his Offering be had not reſpett, 
that 1s, that he accepted the former and rejected the 
latter, which Difference was certainly teſtified by 
ſome viſible Token of Approbation to the one, and 
Diſlike to the other. 6 

St. Paul, Heb. xi. 4. obſerves, that by Faith 
Abel offered a more excellent Sacrifice than Cain, who 
was deſtitute of this Diſpoſition. Now, beſides the 
Characters of Wickedneſs and Righteouſneſs, which 


diſtinguiſhed 
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diſtinguiſned theſe two Brothers, the Faith here 
mentioned points out the Difference of their Offer- 

IIS. | | | 

: Abel offered Sacrifices according to God's Ap- 
pointment, and therefore not only offered them 
with Faith, or a full Confidence that they would 
be accepted, but alſo, teſtified thereby, his acqui- 
eſcing to the Sentence whereby Man was 4 
of Immortality, and his Faith in the Promiſe of a 
Saviour, by whom God had pre- ordained to re- 
deem Mankind, and of whoſe Death, for that Pur- 
poſe, he had appointed a Repreſentation in the Sa- 
criſices, tho'he had not explained all that was point- 
ed out thereby. 

Whereas Cain neglected the divine Appointment, 
deſpiſed thoſe wiſe Deſigns which he could not fa- 
thom, and ſhewed a Reluctange to fubmit to the 
juſt Ways of God, and to accept of his Promiſe 
relating to a Saviour. 

Obſ. 3. Abel's and Cain's Sacrifices having 

been offered in the 129th or 130th Year of the 
World, we muſt not be ſurprized to find that it 
had already many Inhabitants, as appears by Cain's 
Fears, and by his building a City. As for 
what is ſaid, Gen. iv. 15. that God ſet a Mark upon 
Cain, leſt any one ſhould ſlay him, to revenge the 
Death of Abel, it ſignifies naturally, that God gave 
him ſome Token that he would prote& him, as 
he had done before, of his not accepting his Sa- 

_ crifice. 

Obſerve 4. With an ingenious Author, that the 
Words, Gen. iv. 7. Sin lieth at the Door, may be 
underſtood to point out the Offering or Sacri- 
fice, for Sin, namely, ſome of thoſe Beaſts, where- 


8 the Flocks lay near the Tents or Dwellings of 
in. 
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Oh z. The Lives of Men before the Flood 
were very long, of 700, 800 or 900 Years ; and 
this was then neceſſary, to propagate Mankind, to 
preſerve the Memory of Things, and to give 
Time and Leiſute to invent and improve ſeveral 
uſeful Arts and Sciences. 


CHAP. 


C H AP VI. ; 


General Obſervations on the Period .of Hiſtory con- 
tained in Chap. 2. | 


o 


Obſervation 1. 


HE Promiſe of a Saviour made to Adam, was 
not only renewed, but, alſo, more fully ex- 
plained, during this Period, to Abraham, to Iſaac, 
and to Jacob. of 8 
O6ſ/. 2. The calling of Abraham, and the ſet- 
ting apart of his Poſterity, to be God's peculiar 
People, had a particular Reference to the promiſed 
Saviour, and the ſeparating of a People for that 
Purpoſe, was neceſſary on ſeveral Accounts, relative 
thereto. | (AY) 

Firſt, the Period for fulfilling the Promiſe of a 
Saviour, being nearer, and Mankind being no 
more to be brought within ſuch a narrow Compaſs, 
as it was in Adam's Days and in the Family of 
Noah at the Flood, it was requiſite, that the Ex- 
33 of a Saviour ſhould be limited, and that 

ankind ſhould not be left to ſeek for him among 
all the Nations which inhabit the Earth. 

Secondly, Vice and Idolatry, having, almoſt 
univerſally prevailed, it was proper and neceſſary 
to ſeparate ſome People from the common Depra- 
vity, in the midſt of which, the Holy One could 
not be born and converſe : and this was the Deſign 
of the Laws given to Iſrael, which, tho? they did 
not produce a thorough Reformation as to Practice, 
at leaſt preſerved the Knowledge of the one true 
God, and of the eternal Principles of Morality. 


E Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, many Particulars relating to the pro- 
miſed Saviour muſt have been geclared, that Man- 
kind might not be miſtaken in ſo important a Point ; 
and thereſore, Prophecies, relating thereto, were 
given to Jacob, and Oratles unto Iſrael. | 

Ob/. 3. Reuben being Jacob's. firſt born, had a 
three-fold Right. Firſt, that of being the Chief of 
all the Tribes or Families of his Brethren. Second- 


to a double Portion, of his paternal Eſtate, | But 
Rauhe beine defiled n Bal 8. ed, 

rived of thoſe Rights, which, by God's Direction 

ere divided among his Brethren; the Right of 
Chief of the Tribes.was given to Judah, the Pricft- 
hood. to Levi, and the double Portion to Joſeph, 
in the Perſons of Manat and Ephraim, whom 
Jacob named Hea ieee Tribes. 
O, 4, During this Period, God .preſerved his 
Church in the Family of Abraham, by manifeſting 
himſelf, to him, to Iſaac, and to Jacob, and by the 
Law given to Ira} by the Miniſtry, of Moſes, 


SC 


14 


Ob. 5. There Were alſo, during this Period, 
many ſignal Inſtances of, a governing Providence, 
the Juſtice of the Almighty appeared in the Deſtrue- 
tion of Sodom and Gomorrha, which was a ſtriking 
Enſamplè, not only to the Men then living, but, 
alſo, unto thoſe that after ſhould live ungodly. And 
his Mercy ſhone ig, the ſaving of Lot from Sodom, 
and in the Protechion granted to Joſeph, whoſe 
great Virtues were ſo eminently rewarded. 
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Particular Obſervations on the 


Laus given by Moles: 


OD gave a Law unto Iſrael for ſeveral Rea- 
(z ſons, Firſt, to diſtinguiſh that choſen People. 
2dly, to preſerve them the more effect ly from Vice 
and Idolatry, to which laſt they had cuntracted fo 
ſtrang a Prapenfity, during their Stay in Egypt, 
where Idolatry was predominant. Thirdly, the 
Law was added. or given. becauſe of Tronsgreſians, 
that is to ſay, to make Mankind the more {enſible 
that they ſtood in Need of a Saviour, by making 
them know the hetter, the Heinouſneſs of Sin, and 
how incapable they were of an abſglute and perfect 
Obedience, which alone, in Rigour, can be accep- 
ted by God. 3 Rena” 

The Laws given by Moſcs, were either Moral, 


I Cf, SS + 


this Senſe, the Goſpel is eternal; God baving ever 
required from all intelligent Beings, tnat they ſhould 
conform to the Nature of Things. And, accord- 
ingly, our Saviour ſays, Math. v. 17. be was not 
come to deſtroy the Law, but 10 fulfill it. 

The Political Laws of Mulcs, were for the Go- 
vernment of Iſrael, in Canaan, under the Almigh- 
ty's immediate Direction. 111 

The Ceremonia! Laws were to regulate their Wor- 
ſhlp, and thereby to preſerve them from the idgla- 
trous Worſhip of their neighbouring Nations. Alſq, 
theſe Ceremanies, were deſigned to repreſent ihe 
good Things of the Goſpel, and to be @ Schoolmaſter 
to bring unto Chriſt, See Galat. iii. 24. and Coloſs. 
li. 17. : 

= Particular 
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Particular Obſervations on the 
Inſtitution of the Paſſover. 


#FFVHE Day before God delivered Iſrael from 

the Egyptian Bondage, he gave Orders to 
Moſes, that each Family ſhould take a Lamb, and 
Nay it, and with the Blood thereof, beſmear the 
ſide Poſts and upper Poſts of their Doors ; promi- 
ſing withal, that when he fhould paſs that Night 
thro* the Land of Egypt, to ſlay the Firſt-born in 
every Family of the Egyptians, he would paſ5-over 
the Houſes of the Iſraelites, which Faculd be tinged 
with the Blood of the Lamb they had ſlain, and 
were to eat, that Night, with unleavened Bread and 
bitter Herbs: the former of which denoted the Sud- 
denneſs of their Deliverance and Eſcape, whilſt the 
latter repreſented the Anguiſh of their Minds du- 
ring their hard Bondage. 

To preſerve the Memory of ſo great a Deliver- 
ance, God did alſo ordain, that his People ſhould, 
yearly, on the ſame Day, eat a Lamb, which ſhould 

be called the Paſſover, as being the Repreſentation 
of that which they had ſlain and eat, when Gad 
Paſſed thro* the Land of Egypt and over the Hou- 
ſes of the Children of Iſrael. | 

To theſe Circumſtances which God had himſelf 
ordained, the Jews, in latter Ages, added many 
Ceremonies, in particular theſe. 

After the Paſcal Supper was over, the Head of 
each Family took a Piece of Bread and dipping it 
in the bitter Herbs, gave it to each Perlen pre- 
ſent, ſaying, This is the Bread of Afliction which 
your Fathers eat in Egypt. ba | 

| Then 
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Then taking a Cup of Wine, and bleſſing God, 
he gave it round and ſaid, This is the Cup of Deli- 
verance which your Fathers drank when God deliver- 
ed them from the Egyptian Bondage. 


Particular Obſervations on the 
three Othces of Prophets, 
Priefts and Kings. 


HERE were three Orders of Men, under the 
| Law of Moſes, who were conſecrated to 
their Office by the Ceremony of anointing with Oil, 
namely, Prophets, whoſe Buſineſs it was to declare 
the Will of God, whether for the Time being, or 
for the Time to come. Prieſts, who attended 
the Altar and offered Sacrifices. And Kings, 
at leaſt when they came to the Throne, out of the 
uſual Courſe ; as when there was a divine Appoint- 
ment, or that the reigning King preferred a young - 
er to an elder Son, as in the Caſe of Solomon. 
From this Ceremony, all thoſe who filled thoſe Of- 
fices, to which Men uſed to be conſecrated by 
Unction, were called the Anointed, or the Lord's 
Anointed, whether they had been anointed or not, 
becauſe, ſet apart, to be Prophets, Prieſts, or Kings. 
Beſides the Functions common to all the Prieſts, 
there were ſome proper to the High-Prieft, ſuch 
were, in particular, that he was to go, once a Year, 
on the great Day of Atonement, into the Holy of 
Holies, in the more immediate Preſence of God, 
who dwelled between the Cherubims, which were 
over the Ark of the Teſtimony, there to offer the 
Blood of the ſolemn Sacrifices offered on that Day, 


for 
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for the whole Body of the People, which being 


deemed reconciled with God, received his Bleſſing 


by the Miniſtry of the Higb-Prięſt. 

Now by the Declarations of the Prophets, all theſe 
Offices were to be united in, and all theſe Functi- 
ons to be performed by, the promiſed Meffias. ---— 
He was to be a Prophet, Deut. xviii. 18. 1 will 
raiſe them a Prophet from among their Brethren, and 
will put my Words in his Mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak 
unto them, all that I all command him. He was 
to be a Prieſt, thou art a Prieſt for ever, Pl. cx. 4. 
and, as juch, to make his Soul, or Life, an Offering 

or Sin, Iſaiah, liii. 10. As King he was to ob- 


tain the Heathen for his Inheritance and the uttermoſt 


Parts of the Earth for bis Poſſeſſion, Pi. ii 8. 
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CHAP. VIL 


Obſervations on the Period of Hiſtory contained in 
ed: $: 


Obſervation 1. | | 


HE Promiſe of a Saviour was fully explained, 

and his Perfon pointed out and GROANS du- 
ring this Period, by the Prophets; and as the 
Light approached, and the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
was nearer his riſing; the Dawn grew more bright, 
and the Declarations of the Prophets, who ſhone as 
a Light in a dark Place, were more preciſe and ex- 
plicit, concerning! the ne which way o be re- 
vealed. 

This dies which was to be of es Seed of 
Abraham and of the Tribe of Juda, was now 
miſed to David, and:limited to his Poſterity. T be 
Time of bis coming was fixed to about 5300 Years 
after the End of the Babyloniſh Cupeivity, Dan. ix. 
— before the Beſtruction of the ſeeond Temple, as 


by Mal. ni. 1. and Hag. ii. 9. The Place of his 
Birth was foretold by Mich. v. 2. 


His Life and Miniſtry, his Miracles, Suffer- 


ings and Death, his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, 
and the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity are mentioned 
Pſalm xxii. xvi. Ixix. cx. xxiv. and in Iſaiah, eſpe- 
cially. Chap. liii. 

OZ). 2. During this Period, God took a ſpecial 
Care of his Church, by the Miniſtry 'of his Prophets, 
who wat more fully, the Principles, and, 

eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed the Neceſſity, of Morality and Virtue, 
and the ſuperior Excellency: thereof to all outward 
Worſhip. | VEN 

Theſe Prophets, by Promiſes far more extenſive 
than thoſe ot the Moſaical Covenant, which were 
all remporal, prepared the Way for the full Mani- 
feſtation of Life and Immortality; and, by Decla- 
rations which breathed a Spirit different from the 
Law, which was a Miniſtration of Death, gave 
room to expect a full Reconciliation with God, ſuch 
as the Goſpel offers. 
Ob. 3. During this Period, there were ſeveral 
Proots of a governing Providence, ſeveral Inſtances 
of God's Juſtice and Mercy. Such were the flou- 
riſhing or oppreſſed State of Iſrael, according as 
they were faithſul or diſobedient to God.— 
The entire | Diſperſion of the ten Tribes, the 
Captivity of, Juda in Babylon, their Subjection to 
the Kings of Perſia and Syria, the ſevere Perſecuti- 
ons they often underwent on Account of their Re- 
ligion, under ſeveral of thoſe Princes, eſpecially un- 
der Antiochys. 114 4105 
The ſame Proofs of a governing Providence, the 
ſame Inſtances of divine Juſtice and Mercy, were 
alſo ſeen among the Nations to whom God had not 
revealed himſelt, but to whom he left not himſelf. 
without Witneſs. Such were the frequent and ſur- 
priſing Revolutions which happened in the Eſta- 
bliſhment and overthrow of the Monarchies of the 
Mevpes, PerSilans, BABVLONIANS, SYRIANS and 
EGvyPTI1ANS, the ſurpriſing Conqueſts of Alexander, 
(who was a Scourge to the Wickedneſs of thoſe 
Days) and ſuch, the prodigious Succeſſes of the Ro- 
mans. | | 
Such were Nebucadnezzar's being, for his Pride, 
driven from among Men, and dwelling among the 
Beaſts of the Fields ——The Hand-writing which 


appeared 
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? appeared to Belſhazzar, in his Revels, fore- telling 


his impending Doom: -— The Prefervation of Da- 
NIEL among the Lions, and of SHaprRacn, M- 
SHACH and ABED-NEGO in the fiery Furnace, for 
their Fidelity to God. 

Oh. 4. The irretrievable Diſperſion of the ten 
Tribes, which was a juſt Puniſhment of their 1do- 
latry and Vice, was alſo wonderfully directed by 
the Almighty, for the forwarding of the Scheme 
of an univerſal Redemption, and to prepare the 
Way for the coming of the Saviour promiſed to 
Mankind. —— By this Diſperſion, the Promiſe 
of a Saviour, made to the Poſterity of Abraham 
was abſolutely limited to the two remaining, and 
ſtil] diſtinguiſhed Fribes.—— All poſſibility of a 
Competitor was cut off, and the imaginary Scheme, 
afterwards invented, of a double Meſſiah, one of 
the Tribe of Juda, and one of the Stock of Joſeph; 


one a Conquering, the other a Suffering Meſſiah, 


entirely over-thrown. | 

Beſides, the Diſperſion of the ten Tribes and the 
Captivity of Juda, anſwered alſo theſe Ends, their 
converſe with the Nations among whom they were 
diſperſed and captive, made known the true God, 
and the Promiſes of a Saviour, which, (had this 
People, choſen for a Time, ever remained ſeparate) 
would have been known but by them: According- 
ly we find the Writings of the Old Teſtament 
tranſlated into Greek, then almoſt arr univerſal 
Language, under Prolomy Philadelphus, about 
250 Years before Chriſt, we alſo find, in thoſe 
Days, more pure and mo:2 exalted Notions of the 
Deity, and a general Expectation of a great Deli- 
ver.to ariſe in Judea, at the Time that our Saviour 


appeared. 
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7 0 tee general Obſervations I muſt add a portieue *X 


one viz. © oi 
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PHE two o Calfs ſet up at Dan and Beneke, by 
Jeroboam, (which were continued by all che 4:8 
ſucceeding Kings of Iſrael) as well as the Molten 
Calf made by Aaron, which moſt certainly the Chil- 7 
dren of Iſrael never thought to be the true Gd. 
and which particular Emblem they took from tie 
Apis, or Bull worſhipped in Egypt, —— theſe 
Images, I ſay, and the Manner in which they were 
diſapproved by the Almighty, plainly ſhew, how 
diſagrecable all Kind of Repreſentations, in the di- 

vine Worſhip, are to that great Being, and how ab- 
ſolutely unlawful ; perfectly anſwering the Terme 
of the ſecond Commandment, which ſays, thou © 


Halt not make to thy ſelf any graven Image, thou ſhalt 3 A 
not bow down to them, nor worjoip * 5 3 
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CHAP VII. 


Obſervations on the Period f Hi ory contained. in 
Ela. 4. 


| Obſervation 1. 


ESUS Chriſt, the promiſed Meſas, united, as. 
had been foretold, the three different Offices of, . 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King 3 fulfilled their reſpective 
Functions, and was conſecrated thereto by receiving 
the Spirit without Meaſure, whereby he was ap- 
pointed the Chriſt, or anointed of God, in the moſt. 
exalted Senſe. - As a Prophet, he taught us 
the Will of God, who ſaid of him, Math. xvii. 5. 
this is my beloved Son, bear ye him, he foretold- 
Things to come, his Death, his Reſurrection, and 
the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem. —— As Higb-Prięſt 
over the Houſe of God, be entered into the Holieſt, 
a greater and more perfect Tabernacle, than that of 
Moſes, by a new Way, by his «wn Blood, having 
obtained for us eternal Redemption, and being al- 
cended into Heaven, he intercedes for us, his im- 
mediate Preſence before God, being, as it were, a 
conſtant reminding his Father, of his dying for us, 
and of the Benefits thereby accruing unto us. —-— 
As King, he has gathered the People, the Father of 
Glory has put all Things under his Feet, and gave him, 
to be the Head over all T hings. Eph. . xvii. 22. 
08}. 2: The Time of our Saviour's coming was 
the Fulne js o 8 VE) owe, or the — Proper Tue ſor 
pt 5 995 
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was, the rejecting, condemning and crucifying, of 
a Perſon, mighty in Deed and Word, before God and 
all the People, Luke, xxiv. 19. A Man approved 
of God by Miracles and Wonders, and Signs, which 
God did by him, Acts ii. 23. who went about doing 
good and healing all that were oppreſſed with Diſeaſes, 
for God was with him, Acts x. 38. Such Circum- 
ſtances were, the miſtaken Notions of the Jews, 
who expected a wordly and a triumphant Meſſiah. 
— Governors ſo corrupted as were the Prieſts and 
the Scribes.—So baſe and treacherous a Companion 
as Judas.-—So tyrrannical and oppreſſive a Judge 
as Pontius Pilate, who condemned Chriſt, to curry 
Favour with the People, tho? againſt his own Con- 
ſcience. 

O. 3. The Time of our Saviour's coming was 
the moſt proper for Chriſtianity to be made known 
and to ſucceed, when all Nations were united un- 
der the Roman Authority, —when there was almoſt 
an univerſal Peace on Earth, and conſequently a 
Freedom of Converſe, an univerſal Correſpondence, 
and a mutual Confidence among Men,— as alſo a 
general ExpeCtation of a glorious Deliverer, to ariſe 
in Judea. | 

Obſ. 4. The wonderful Progreſs and ſpeedy 
Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, deſerve a particular 


Attention, eſpecially if we conſider, that it was 


preached by Men of no Credit, Birth, Power or 
Learning. That no Means were employed but 
teaching and Perſuaſion, That its Doctrines were 
as contrary to the received Notions, as its Precepts 
were to the reigning Paſſions, of Men. That the 
Facts which are the Grounds of the Goſpel, were 
recent, and that many who then lived and to whom 
the Apoſtles preached had been Witneſſes of them. 
Now if all this be duly conſidered, it will be natural 
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to conclude that Chriſtianity was protected by Hea- 


ven, which alone could overcome ſo many Difficul- l 
ties, and make it triumphant. 
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A 8 a the Goſpel. which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles preached. 


HEY preached, that there is but one God, 
who created, preſerves, and governs all 
Things. That this ONE true God, who, *till 
then, had not been known or glorified, as God, 
had now revealed himſelf to Mankind, by his only 
Son, Jeſus Chriſt, That this Jeſus, who had been 
crucified and put to Death, was riſen, and that he 
was the Saviour, and wogld be the Judge, of the 
World. 

What they required of Men, was, that they 
would believe and repent. That the Heathen would 
forſake Idolatry, and that the Jews would acknow- 
ledge Jeſus of Nazareth to be the promiſed Meſſi- 
ah, and of Courſe forſake the Law of Moſes to 
embrace the Goſpel. 

As to Faith, they chiefly required that all Men 
would acknowledge and ſerve the ONE true 


GOD ; that they would ſeek for, and expect Sal- 


vation thro! CHRIST alone, and that they 


would have ever preſent to their Mind, and live 


with a due Senſe, and in conſtant Expectation of a 
future Judgment and State of Retribution. 
What they required as to Practice, was, that all 


Men would amend ; that for ſaking Ungodlineſs and 


wordly Luſts, they hould live in this preſent World, 
ſoberly, righteouſly and godly, following the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel, and becoming Holy in all Man- 
ner of Converſation, even as God who called them 
is Holy. And, accordingly, they, who by Bap- 
tiſm were adinicecd into the Chriſtian Church, en- 
page ee ſolemnly, to a Holy Life. 
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What the Apoſtles promiſed was, that if Men 
believed and repented, the Sins they had com- 
mitred during the Time of their Ignorance, would 


be forgiven them. That they would enter into 
Covenant with God, whereby they were aſſured of 


Means of Grace, and of Aſſiſtance to perform their 


Engagements, as alſo of enjoying an eternal Hap 


pinels hereafter, if they remained faithful to their 


Duty and Promiſes, — but, witha] declaring, that 
all wilful and obſtinate Sinners and Unbelievers, 
ſuch as would refuſe to become Chriſtians,” or who, 
Tho? profeſſing to be ſuch, would not live as Chriſ- 


tianity requires; ſhould, not only be deprived of 


Happineſs, but, alſo, ſhould be condemned to 
eternal Miſery. 

This was the Summary of the Apoſtles Doctrine, 
and of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which Goſpel is unal- 
terable ; and by this GO SPEL we muſt ſtand or 
fall, we muſt be ſaved or condemned for EVER. 
| Thus have we traced the Thoughts and Ways of 
the Almighty, for the Salvation of Mankind, Ways 


far above our Ways, Thoughts which never would 


have entered into the Heart of Man, if God had 
not revealed them unto us. 

Known unts God are all bis Works from the Rare 
ning, and bis tender Mercies are over all his Works. 
The Scheme of Man's Salvation, offers to a refle&- 
ing Mind, a Building of God, a moſt beautiful Proſ- 

ect. | 

Human Reaſon is neither to be too much extol- 
led, nor too much depreciated, if we depreciate 
Reaſon too much, we depreciate God's own Work, 


When we exalt it beyond Meaſure, we forget chat 


we are degenerate; Man in his fallen State, can 
neither diſcern nor purſue true Happineſs, with 
that Degree of Sagacity and Ardour which ſo great 
a Prize deſerves and requires, yet he has not 


ceaſed 


| 
| 
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ceaſed to be intelligent and free, capable of Inſtruct- 
ion, of perceiving Motives, of being actuated there- 
by, and of acting accordingly. 

The wondrous Works 
tion, command our higheſt Admiration, his un- 
bounded Mercies, deſerve our fincereſt Gratitude, 
and our moſt ardent Love. 

We enjoy the greateſt of Bleſſings, we walk in a 
moſt glorious Light, we ſhould rejoice therein, and 
duly anſwering the Views and merciful Deſign of 
God, we ſhould have our Fruit unto Holineſs, and 
by Continuance in well-doing ſeek for Honour, 
Glory and Immortality, which have been brought 
to Light through the Goſpel. 


The END of the SACRED HISTORY. 


God, for our Redemp- 
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CATECHETICAL 


EXPLANATION, Se. 


FART 


Of the Principles of natural Religion. 


Queſtion 1. 


HAT is Religion ? 

Anſwer 1. Religion is the Knowledge of 
what we mult believe and do, to be happy; and 
therefore has two Parts, Faith and Practice. 

Q: 2. In what doth Happineſs conſiſt ? 

A. 2. Happineſs conſiſts in an entire Freedom 
from Evil, and in the Enjoyment of all the good 
that we are capable of. 

jo. 9. 3. What is the firſt Truth to be known and 
© 4 believed in Religion ? 
: - A. 3. That there is a God. 
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. What is God ? 

#1 . An all perfe& Being, who made and pre- 
ferves Al Things. 

. 5. How do you know, and why do you be- 
lieve that there is a God ? 

A. 5. By his Works, for as nothing can be, 
without ſome one to make or produce it, and as 
the more excellent a Work is, the more excellent 
muſt be the Hand that produced it ; it is obvious 
that there muſt be ſome Being, much greater than 
Man, who made the World, and all that therein is. 

9. 6. Does it not alſo follow that God is Eter- 
nal, or that he always was ? 

A. 6. Yes. For if there had been a Time when 
nothiag was, Nothing could ever have been made. 

You ſay, God is an eternal Being, who 

IN all Things ; is this all you know of God ? 

A. 7. I know that God is ON E, that he is a 

SPI RIT, and that he is INFINITE, ALL- 
PERFECT and unchangeable. 

9. 8. What makes you think there is but one 
God ? 

A. 8. Becauſe there cannot be more than one all- 
perfect Being. 

29. Why do you believe God is all- perfect? 

A. g. Becauſe he is the Maker of all Things, and 
therefore whatever Excellency or PerfeCtion is in 
his Works, muſt be in him, or he could not have 
produced it. 

9. 10. What do you mean by infinite, and why 
do you believe that God is infinite ? 

A. 10. By infinite I mean, without Bounds, or 
as perfect as can be, and I believe God is infinite, 
becauſe he has no Superior, to bound, or limir 
him. | 
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9. 11. What do you mean by the uicharigeable- 
neſs or immutability of God? - 

A. 11. I mean that God is ever the lane i in his 
Nature, in his Wil und in his Promiſes. 

9. 12. You ſaid, God is a Spirit, What do you 
mean by that? 

A. 12. I mean that God has no Body, or ſenſi⸗ 
ble Form; for that would be inconſiſtent with his 
Greatneſs. 

13. Why then do we ſpeak of God as if he 
had a human Body, and was ſubject to our Paſſi- 
ons and Weakneſſes ? 

A. 13. Such Expreſſions are only made uſe of to 
repreſent by Things we know, the Perfections of 
God which we cannct perfectly conceive. — Thus, 
the Eyes and Ears of God denote his Knowledge, 
— his Heart and Bowels, his Love and tender Mer- 
cy,—his Right Hand, his Power, —his Anger, his 
puniſhing of the Wicked, —his Joy, his Approdes 
tion . 8 Good. 

What do you mean by the PerfeRions or 
Aitibutcs of God ? 

A. 14. The Perfections or Attributes of God, are. 

certain Qualities belonging to God, which diſtin- 


guiſh him from all other Beings, either becauſe he 


has them alone, or becauſe he, alone, has them 1 in 
an infinite Degree. 

9. 15. Are the Perfections of God cating from 
his Nature, and from each other? 

A. 15. No. They are only different Ways of 
conſidering a Being too great to be conſidered ar 
one View, or to. be perfectly comprehended. 


9. 16. Which are the chief Perfections of God? 
A. 16. Omnipreſence, — Omnipotence, —Omni- 


- ſcience, — Wiſdom, — Goodneſs, —Jultice,— Holi: 


neſs. 
G 2 
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. 17, What is the Omnipreſence of God ? 
A. 17. I mean thereby, that God is every where. 


9. 18. What do you mean by the Omnipotence 
of God ? 


A. 18. I mean, that God is Almighty, or that . 


he can do whatever he will, and as his Will is ever 
good and perfect, he can will, only what is good, 
excellent and juſt. 

9. 19. What do you mean by the Omniſcience 
of God ? 

A. 19. I mean that God knows all Things. 

9. 20. What is the Wiſdom of God ? 

A. 20. That Perfection whereby God always 

chuſes and does that which is beſt. 

8 2 1. What mean you by the Goodneſs of 
od 

A. 21. I mean, that God is. ever diſpoſed to do 
good to all his Creatures who are worthy to receive 
his Favours. 

9. 22. Is there any Difference between the Good- 
neſs and Mercy of God ? 

A. 22. No Difference but this: that all Creatures 
are the Objects of his Goodneſs ; whereas his Good- 
neſs towards ſinful Creatures is called Mercy. 

S 23. What mean you by the Juſtice of God ? 

23. I mean, thereby, that God will deal with 
all ISIS Creatures as they deſerve, that is 

to ſay, as they behave well or ill. 

* 8 What do you mean by the Holineſs of 

A. 24. I mean, that God loveth Virtue and 
hateth Iniquity. 

25. What is the true Knowledge of God and 
of his Perfections ? 

A. 25. The true Knowledge of God and of his 
Perfections, is that which is practical, which diſco- 
vers to us our Duty, and makes us careful to per- 


form it. | 9. 26, 


* 1 
5 
I 
L 
oy 
v4 
1 
* 
4 
8 

7 
294 
4 

1 


Explauntion, &c. 45 


Q. 26. What is our Duty: to God, as being our 
Creator ? 


A.26, Our Duty to Gods our n is to con- 
ſecrate to his Service and Glory, our Life Which 
we received from him. 

21. What is our Duty te God, 28 dine 
one ? 


4. 27. We ſhould worſhip and obey. hin, 


ALONE. 
9. 28. What is our Duty to God, as being a 


Spirit, and as knowing al Things? - 


A. 28. To ſerve him in Spirit and in Truth ; 
that is to ſay, with all our Heart A Ming,! lin- 


cerely and devutiy. 
9. 29. What is our Duty towards God, as * 


ing the Preſerver and Governor of the World ?. 


A. 29. To ſubmit 1 in Arbing, 1 his juſt and 


wiſe Government. 


A 30. What is the right: Uſe of our believing 


that God is eternal and unchangeable? 


4. 30. That which — Us to uſt; in him at 
all Times. 

2. 31. What i is the right: Uſe of our believing 
that God is every where, and that he knows: all 
Things ? 

A. 31. To behave ourſelves always, as being in 
his Preſence ; and as conſidering that he knows all 
our Thoughts, Words and Actions. 

9: 32. What is the true Know edge of God's 
o ? 

A. 32. That which makes us fear to offend him, 
and makes us truſt in him, if we endeavour to 
Pens him. 

33. What is the right Uſe of our believing 
chat God is all-wiſe ? 

A. 33. That which makes us ſubmit entirely to 
his Will. 
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2. 34. What is the right Uſe of our believing 
that God is good ? | 
A. 34. That which engages us to the moſt ar- 
dent Love, and the moſt ſincere Gratitude for him. 
9. 35. What is the right Uſe of our believing 
that God is Holy ? 


A. 35. That which engages us to love Good and 
to hate Evil. 


9. 36. What is the right Uſe of our believing 
that God is juſt ? 

A. 36. That which engages us to behave our- 
ſelves in ſuch-wiſe, that he may approve and re- 
ward us. F254" 

9. 37. How do we attain the Notions and Know- 
ledge of God ? © 

A. 37. By the Light of right Reaſon, aſſiſted by 
the Word of God, the former is called natural, the 
latter, revealed Religion. The Being of God, even 
bis eternal Power and Godhead, are clearly ſeen, be- 
ing underſtood by the Things that are made; there 
is in thoſe Works no Speech nor Language, but their 
ſilent Voices are beard, or underſtood : The Word 


of God is a Light unto our Paths and a Lamp unto 
our Feet. . 


PART 
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PARTI. 
Of the Principles of revealed Religion. 


Queſtion 38. 


Xx 7 HAT do you mean by the Word of God? 

Anſwer 38. I mean that Holy Book in 

which God has taught us to know him and his 
Will, which Book is called the Bible. | 


. 39. Why is that Book called the Word of 
Got? 


A. 39. Becauſe it was writen by Men whom God 
did ſend on Purpoſe to inſtruct Mankind. 


8,40: What makes you believe that the Bible is 
the Word of God ? 


A. 40. Becauſe there are all the Proofs that can, 
reaſonably, be required, that this Book was written 
by thoſe holy Men who proved, by Miracles, that 
they came from God. 

9. 41. Is the Word of God perfect and clear; 
does it contain, in a Manner eaſy to be underſtood 
by all who read it carefully, whatever it is neceſſary 
we ſhould believe and do to be ſaved ? 

A. 41. Moſt certainly : for God having given us 
his Word to inſtruct us, if he has done it imper- 
fectly, or obſcurely, it muſt be, either becauſe he 
could not or would not inſtruct us better, neither 
of which can be ſaid of God. 


9. 42. What then is the Rule, and only Rule, 
of our Faith and Practice ? 


A. 42. The Word of God. Tho an Angel from 


Heaven preach any other Geſpel, let him be accurſed, 
Galat. i. 8. 
Q. 43. 
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pe 43. Who ought to read the Word of God ? 

43. Common Senſe tells us, that all Men 

ſhould read that Book which is to be their Guide, 
and in this very Book we have God's expreſs Com- 
mand to read it, ſearch the Scriptures, John v. 39. 
See alſo Deut. xi. 18, 19, &c. 

9. 44. What Diſpoſitions are requiſite to read 
the Holy Scriptures with Profit? 
A. 44. An attentive and tractable Mind, an ho- 
neſt — pure Heart, he Secret of the Lord is with 
them that fear bim, Pl. xxv. 14. If any Man will 
do his Will, be fhall know of the Doctrine whether it 
be of God, ſays our Saviour, John vii. 16, 17. 

9. 45. What do you underſtand by Faith or be- 
lieving ? Kol AM | 

A. 45. To have Faith, or to believe, is to admit 
a Thing to be true, not becauſe we know it to be 


ſo of ourſelves, but becauſe we are told fo by thoſe 


on whoſe Report we have Reaſon to depend. 

9. 46. What is Faith or Belief in Religion, or 
what is religious Faith ? | f 

A. 46. It is to admit a Thing to be true on the 
Teſtimony of God, who has taught it in his Word. 

9. 47. What is the Token or Effect of a true re- 
ligious Faith ? 

A. 47. Obedience, or good Works 5 for our 
Faith is moſs Holy, Jude xx. and Faith without 
Works is dead, Jam. 11. 26. 

- 9. 48. What is the Apoſtles Creed, commonly 
called the Creed or Belief ? 

A. 48. A Collection of all that we muſt believe; 
or of the ſeveral Articles of our Chriſtian Faith. —— 
And it is called the Apoſtles Creed, becauſe it con- 
tains, in ſhort, all their Doctrine. 


PART 


ä 


8 


* 


ES 2-4 a4 Pant Hire op roms 


A". 


- 


: 

4 

- . 
7. 
4 
ws. 

4 

4 

* 


Explanation, &c. 


PART III. 


Of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. 
SECTION 1. Of God and of his Works. 


Queſtion 49. 


OES the Bible give us the ſame Notions of 
God, as you before mentioned to be ſuggeſt- 
ed to us by Reaſon ? 

Anſwer 49. Reaſon and Revelation agree perfect- 
ly, but Revelation carries our Knowledge farther, 
and makes it more certain, perfect, and diſtinct. 

Q. 50. Quote me ſome Text of Scripture for 
each Notion you before mentioned of God, and of 


his Perfections. 
A. 50. God, as Creator. He that built all 
God, as Preſerver. — Upholding all Things by the 


. 


Things is God, Heb. iii. 4. 


Word of his Power, Heb. i. 3. Thou preſerveſt Man 


and Beaſt, Pf. xxxvi. 6. 

God, as being but one.— God is one, Gal. iii. 20. 

God, as being eternal and unchangeable.— Thou 
Lord, in the beginning, haſt laid the Foundation of 
the Earth, and the Heavens are the Works of thine 
Hands. — Thou art the ſame, and thy Years ſhall not 
fail, Heb. i. 10, 12. | 

God, as being a Spirit. — God is a Spirit, John 
Iv. 24. 

God, as being infinite and all-perfet.—Great 7s 
the Lord, and bis Greatneſs is unſearchabte, Pt. 


cxlv. 3. 
H (od, 
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od, as being every where, and as knowing all 
Things. — Whither ſhall T flee from thy Preſence, Pl. 
CXXXiX, 7. -———— All Things are naked and opened 
unto the Eyes of him with whom we have to do. 
Heb. iv.-13. 

God, as being Almighty. bang. "rk all 
Things after the Counſel of his own Will, Eph. i. 
8 
God, as being all-wiſe. — Thy Thoughts O Lord 
are very deep, Pl. xcii. g. 


God, as being good. — His tender Mercies are 
over all his Works, Pl. cxlv. 


God, as being juſt. — He will render to every Man 


according to his Deeds, Rom. ii. 6. 


God, as being boly. — Thon laveſt Righteouſneſs 
and batef Wickedneſs, Pf. xlv. g. 


. Shew me what Scripture fays of the Du- 
ties Which flow from theſe Notions of God ? 

A. 51. God, as Creator,— is to be ſerved. Do 
all to the Glory of God, 1 Cor. x. 31. 
| God, as Preſcrver, —— is to be ſubmitted to 
and relied on. Commit thy Way unto the Lord, Pl. 
xxxvii. 5. Caſting all your Care upon him, for be 
careth for you, 1 Pet. v. 7 

God, being one, — is to be worſhipped alone. 
Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him 
ONLY Halt thou ſerve, Math. iv. 10. 

God, being infinite and all- perſect, — is to be 
olorified. Great 1s the Lord, and greatly to be prai- 
ſed, Pf. cxlv. 3. 

God, being eternal and unchangeable,— is to be 
truſted in for ever. Truſt ye in the Lord for ever, 


for in the Lord is everlaſting Strength, If. xxvi. 4. 


God, being a Spirit,— muſt be worſhipped in Spi- 
rit and in T ruth, John iv. 24. 


God, who is every where and knows all Things, 
is to be ever feared, and obeyed, Walk before 


me, 
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ne, Gen. xvii. 1. J have fer the Lord always be- 
fore me, PL. xvi. 8. 

God, being Almighty, — is to be ever truſted in 
and feared. It is 8 fearful Thing to fall into the 
Hands of the living God, Heb. x. 31. V God be for 
us, who can be againſt us, Rom. viii. 31. 

God, being all-wiſe, —is ever to be ſubmitted to. 


Not as 1 will but as thou wilt, Math. xxvi. 39. 


was dumb, I opened not my Mouth becauſe thou didi 
it, Pf. xxxix. | 

God, being good, is to be loved, with all our 
Heart, all our Soul, and all our Mind, Math. xxii. 


780d. being Nun. — we ſhould endeav dur 7a 
pleaſe him, — deere his Favours, by Continue 
ance in well doing. 1 57 

God, being holy, — we ſhould be Holy in all Mai 
ner of Converſation, . Þ +. WP 

9. 52. Which of all God's Creatures are we 
molt concerned to know ? Ek 35 

A. 52. Ourſelves.” | | 

A 53. What are we concerned to know of our- 
ſelves ? 

A. 53. Our Nature and our Duty. 

9. 54. What is Man ? 

A. 54. Man is a Creature compoſed of a Body, 
which was made or taken out of the Duſt, and of 
a Spirit or Soul, which came immeaiately from 
God. 

I; 55. What makes you think that Man has a 
So 


A. 55. Becauſe Man can think, which the Body 
cannot do. 

9. 56. Will the Soul die as well as the Body ? 

A. — No. The Soul is immortal, and ſhall 
live for ever.—The Spirit ſhall return unto God who 


gave it, Ecl. Xii. 7. 
H 2 2 57- 
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9. 57. What Uſe ſhould we make of the Aſſu- 
rance, that the Soul ſhall not die ? 

A. 57. We ought to live in ſuch a Manner as 
will preſerve us from the Miſery, and enſure to us 
the Happineſs of a Life to come. 

9. 58. In what State did Gad create Man ? 

A. 58. In a State of Innocence and Happineſs, 
after his own Image. 

9. 59. Did Man preſerve his firſt State or Con- 
dition ? | 
A. 59. No. Man by ſinning became miſerable. 

Q. 60, What was to be the Conſequence and 
Puniſhment of Sin? | 

A. 60. Death: In the Day that thou eateſt, of the 
forbidden Fruit, thou ſhalt ſurely die. And Death 
for a Being, as to his Soul, immortal, gives room 
to a State of Puniſhment hereafter. _ 

2. 6x. Did God forſake Man when he had ſin- 
ned, and give him up to the Conſequences of his 
Rebellion ? 

A. 61. No. God has ſaved or redeemed us, by 
by bis Son, Jeſus Chriſt. 
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PAR T III. Section 2. 
Of our Saviour, Jeſus Cbriſt. 


Queſtion 62. 


HO is Jeſus Chriſt ? | 
Anſwer 62. THE ONLY SON OF: 

GOD. The expreſs Image of his Father, — the 
Word which in the Beginning was with God, and 
which was God. Our JESUS or Saviour, as the 
Word Jeſus ſignifies, who ſaves us from our Sins. 
—THE CHRIST, or the anointed, as the Word 
Chriſt ſignifies, that is to ſay, the Perſon who was 
anointed or congecrated, to be our Saviour. OUR 
LORD, who has baught us with a Price, that we 


ſpould be bis own and peculiar People, zealous of 
good Works. 


9. 63. How did Chriſt redem us, and what did 
he do and ſuffer for that Purpcſe ? | 

A. 63. He was made Man, was concerved by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and born of the Virgin Mary, —SUF- 
FERED—WAS CRUCIFIED— DIED—WAS 
BURIED—WENT DOWN INTO HELL. 

9. 64. Was Chriſt born after the Manner of 
other Men? 

A. 64. No. He was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
of the Tirgin Mary, that is to ſay, that his Body 
was formed by a Miracle, in the Womb of his 
Mother; as had been fore-told by Iſaiah, and de- 
clared by an Angel, Behold a Virgin ſoall conceive 
and bear a Son, If. vii. 14. The Holy Ghoſt ſhall 
come upon thee, and the Power of the "Higheſt ſhall 
pver-ſhadow thee, therefore alſo that holy Thing 
which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the * 7 

0 
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God, Luke i. 35. or Emmanuel, that is to ſay, God 
with us, Math. i. 23, and I. vii. 14. 
9. 65. Why did the Son of God become Man? 
A. 65. That he might converſe with us, to in- 
ſtruct us, by his Doctrine and Example,—and that 

he might die for our Sins. 

9. 66. How did Chrift die for our Sins? 

A. 66. In general, Chriſt died for our Sins, be- 
cauſe our Sins gave Occaſion to his Death, other- 
wiſe we ſhould not have wanted a Saviour. In par- 
ticular, Chriſt died for our Sins, Firſt, that be 
might bear Witneſs unto the Truth, John xviii- 37> 
that is to ſay, that he might confirm, by his Death, 
the Doctrine he had preached. — Secondly, Chriſt 
died, that he might leave us an Example, that we 
ſhould follow bis Steps, 1 Pet. ii. 21. —— Thirdly, 
Chriſt died, that he might make a full, perfect, 
and entire Offering or Satisfaction for Sin, and re- 
concile us with God, his Father, for, be is the Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins, 1 John ii. 2. having made 
Peace thro* the Blood of his Croſs, Coloſs. i. 20. 

2. 67. Why did Chriſt ſuffer Death on the 
Croſs ? 4 | 

A. 67. That Kind of Puniſhment, hanging on a 
Tree, having been declared accurſed of God, Deut. 
xxi. 23. very well repreſented the Curſe which ſin- 
ful Man deſerved 3 and Chriſt, by undergoing that 
Kind of Death, and, being made, in Appearance, 4 
Curſe: for us, delivered us from the real Curſe, or 
Condemnation which we had deſerved : It is writ- 
ten, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a Tree. 
Chriſt: being made Sin, Sacrifice for Sin, for us, 
that we might be made. the Righteouſneſs of God, or 
righteous before God, in bim, Gal. iii. 13, and 2 
Cor, v. 41. CAA | 

9, 68. What followed the Crucifixion and Death 
of Chriſt ? | | | 
7” A. 68, 
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A. 68. HE WAS BURIED, AND WENT 
INTO HELL, or was laid in the Grave, which 
in holy Writ is called Hell, See Gen. xlii. 38, and 
n 
Qi. 69. You ſaid before, A. 47, that all the Ar- 
ticles of our Faith have a practical Uſe, what are 
the practical Uſes of the Articles we have now ex- 
amined ? : 1 

A. 69. Chriſt being the Son of God, we ſhould ho- 
nour him, EVEN as we honour the Fatber, John 
v. 23.---Chriſt being our Lord, we ſhould obey 
him. H/hby call ye me Lord, and do not the Things 
which 1 ſay, Luke, vi. 46. What he did and ſut- 
fered for us, ſhould command our Love and Gra- 
titude, and therefore our Obedience, for, F ye love 
me, keep my Commandments, John xiv. 15: 

Since Chriſt ſuffered for our Sins, we ſhould 
hate and avoid Sin. —the Death of our Saviour and 
his Burial, ſhould arm us againſt the Terrors of 
Death, which he has conquered. 

9. 70. How did Chriſt conquer Death? 

A. 70. The third Day after he died, he ROSE 
or came to Life, AGAIN. 


9. 71. How do you know that Chriſt did riſe 
from the Dead ? 

A. 71. His Diſciples agree to declare he was ri- 
ſen, that they had ſeen him often, had eat and 
drank with him. Now the Diſciples could not 
have forgotten their Maſter in three Days Time, — 
they had frequent Opportunities, and Leiſure to 
examine him, —they could have no Deſign to de- 
ceive, nor could be engaged to maintain a Fall- 
hood, ſince their ALL was at ſtake, and that their 
ſaying that their Maſter was riſen, expoſed them to 
the moſt violent Perſecutions and the moſt dread- 
ful Torments. | 1 

2272. 
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9. 72. Is it of great Conſequence to be well aſ- 
ſured that Chriſt is riſen from the Dead? 

A. 72. Moſt certainly, and for ſeveral Reaſons ; 
Firſt, Chriſt had promiſed to riſe, therefore, if he 
be not riſen, the Truth was not in kim, and he 
came not from God. Secondly, if Chriſt be not 
riſen, we have no Proof, nor Aſſurance that God 
accepted his Death for a Propitiation for our Sins. 

. 73. What is the practical Uſe of our believ- 
ing Chrict's Reſurrection ? 

A. 73. Firſt, we are thereby aſſured that he was 
the Son of God, for, Rom. i. 4, be was declared 
to be the Son of God, with Power, or ſtrongly, by 
the Reſurrection from the Dead. Secondly, it con- 
vinces us that cur Peace is made with God, for, 
Rom. iv. 25, Chriſt was raiſed again for to declare, 
our Juſtification, or to aſſure us that we may be 
juſtified through him. Thirdly, if Chriſt be riſen, 
ve ſhall riſe alſo, for, 1 Cor. xv. 20, Chriſt is ri- 
ſen and become the Firſt-fruits of them that ſlept. 
Fourthly, we ſhould not fear Death, and we - 
ſhould be holy, for, 1 Cor. xv. 42, this Body ſhall 
be raiſed in Incorruption, therefore, Verſe 58, We 
Should be ſtedfaſt unmoveable, always abounding in ihe 
Work of the Lord. 

Q. 74. What became of Chriſt after he was 
riſen ? 

A. 74. He remained 40 Days with his Diſciples, 
to give them Time to be convinced that he was ri- 
ſen, and afterwards ASCENDED, or went up 
INTO HEAVEN, to reign over us, and to in- 
tercede for us, | 

9. 75. What meaneth this Article, that Chriſt 
fitteth at the right Hand of God ? 

A. 75. The right Hand of God denoting his 
Power, and ſitting, implying a State of A ſſurance 
and Safety, this Article means, that Chriſt, as 


Man 
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Man and our Mediator, is advanced to the higheſt 
Pitch of Power and Glory, and that he cannot be 
deprived thereof. 


| 2 76. What are the practical Uſes of this Ar- 
ticle | 


A. 76. Firſt, it ought to ſtrengthen our Confi- 
dence in Chriſt, who 1s ſo highly exalted, and has 
all Power. Secondly, it ſhould make us ſeek the 
Things which are above, where Chriſt is gone to pre- 
pare a Place for us, Col. iii. 1, and John xiv. 2. 
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PART II. Secrios 3. 
Of a future Judgment, % Nats: - 


| Queſtion „ 


Anſwer 77. Until the End of the World, 
and then he ſhall come to judge, all Men, the Quick, 
ſuch as ſhall be alive then, and the Dead, thoſe 
who ſhall have been dead before. 

9. 78. What is the whole Import of this Ar- 
ticle ? | | 

A. 78. That Chriſt, whom the Father has ap- 
pointed the Judge of all Men, ſhall call them to an 
Account of their Thoughts, Words and Actions, 
that according as they have done good or bad they may 
receive Reward or Puniſhment ; and in Conſe- 
quence of this Judgment, the Wicked ſhall go into 
everlaſting Puniſhment, but the Righteous into Life 


] do 5, ſhall Chriſt ſtay in Heaven? 


eternal, Math. xxv. 46. 1 | 
Q. 79. What Uſe ſhould we make of the Belief 


of a future univerſal Judgment? 

A. 79. It ſhould engage us to live well, that we 
may eſcape the Wrath to come, and be made Parta- 
kers of the Joy of our Lord. 

9. 80. What ſhall happen before the laſt Judg- 
ment ? 

A. 80. The Reſurrection of the Body, that is to 
ſay, that our Bodies united anew to our Souls ſhall 
live, that the whole Man may receive as he has 
done Good or Evil. The Hour is coming in the 
which all that are in the Graves, (the Sea alſo ſhall 
give up the Dead) ſhall hear the Voice, of the Son 
of Man, and ſhall come forth, they that have done 
Good, 


Explanation, &c. 59 
Good, unto the Neſurrection of Life, and they that 
have done Evil, unto the Reſurrection of Damnation, 
John v. 28, and Rev. xx. 13. 

: wy What is the practical Uſe of this Ar- 
ricle ! 

A. 81. We ſhould learn to poſſeſs our Veſſels, 
that is to ſay, «ur Bodies in Santiification, that they 
may be Veſſels of Mercy, fitted for a State of Glory. 

©. 82. We have now ſceu what will become of 
Man after the Judgment, but what becomes of our 
Soul between Death and Judgment ? 

A. 82. During that Time the Sonl will be happy 
or miſerable, tho? in a lower Degree than after the 
Reſurrection. — St. Paul ſays, hat we fhall be pre- 
ſent with the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 8. And we read, 
Revel. xiv. 13, Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the 
Lord, they may reſt from their Labours, and their 
Works do follow them. 

Q. 83. But as the beſt of Men have Faults and 
Imperfections, will they not go thro? ſome Kind of 
Cleanſing, or PURGATORY, there to be fitted 
for the Manſions of Holineſs and Bliſs ? 

A. $3. This is indeed the Doctrine of the Church 
of Rome, but not of the Goſpel, which mentions 
but an Heaven and an Hell, and no ſuch Place as 
Purgatory. Beſides, the Doctrine of a Purgitory 
is injurious to Chriſt, and ſuppoſes his Satisfaction 
inſufficient ; whereas, St. John tells us, 1 Ep. i. 7, 
that ihe Blood of Feſus Chrilt, cleanſeth us from ALL 
Sin, and St. Paul, Rom. viii. 1, that there is NO 
Condemnation to them which are in Chriſt Feſus. 
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P A R T III. Section 4. 
Of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Queſtion 84. 


HO is the Holy Ghoſt ? 

Anſwer 84. That divine Perſon, who with 
the Father and Son, is the one true God, bleſſed 
for ever. 

9. 85. Why is he called Holy? 

A. 85. Becauſe he is the Author of our Holineſs, 
which he produces by Mcans unknown to us. 

9. 86. How can the Aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Ghoſt be obtained ? | 

A. 86. By our conſtant Endeavours to work out 
our own Salvation, for then he will help our Infirmi- 
ties. — And by Prayer, for God giveth the holy 
Spirit to them that aſk him, Luke xi. 9. 
* 87. What is the practical Uſe of this Ar- 
ticle? | 

A. 87. We ſhould worſhip the Holy Ghoſt, to- 
gether with the Father ang Son, for we were bap- 
tized in their Names, Math. xxviii. 19. Se- 
condly, we ſhould be very thankful ro God, who 
vouchſafes to be worker with us—-Thirdly, the 
Aſſurance of obtaining ſo powerful an Aſſiſtance, 
88 engage us to do all that we can to fulfill our 

uty. 

Obſervation. F the Proofs of the Divinity of the 
Son and Holy Gboſt have not been detailed, it is be- 
cauſe the Author ever found thoſe of meaner Capaci- 
ries, (for whom he principally intended this Work) did 
not comprehend that Detail. As to the Proofs of a 
TRINITY and of an UNHY, in the divine Nature, 


_ they 


Explanation, &c. 61 
they are both implied, clearly, iu the Form of Bap- 


6 

To baptiſe in any one's Name, is to conſecrate the 
Perſon baptiſed, to the Service of him, in whoſe 
Name he is baptiſed — We can be conſecrated but to the 
Service of God, therefore the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, in whoſe Names we are baptiſed, are, by an 
incomprehenſible UNITY, the ONE true GOD. 

On the other Hand, ſince the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt are mentioned, there muſt be ſome Differ- 


ence between them, and hence appears their TRINITY 
or PERSONALITY. 


PART 
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PART II. Szcriow i; 
Of the Church of Chriſt, and the Privileges thereof. 


Queſtion 88. 


HAT do you mean by the Church ? 
Anſwer 88. I mean all thoſe who believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt. 

9. 89. What means the Title of Holy, which 
you g 960 to the Church? 

A. 89. The Word Holy, ſiguifies virtuous, and 
T call the Church Holy, becauſe its Membcrs are 
called to be holy, or virtuous. 

2. 90. What means the Title of Catholick? 

A. 90. It ſignifies whole or univerſal ; and i He- 
longs to the Chriſtian Church, becauſe that Church 
_ in all Nations, and is ſpread over the whole 
Eart 


Q. 91. Why do you mention this Title of the 
Church ? 

A. 91. To diſtinguiſh the whole Body or Society 
of Chriſtians from particular Churches or Societies 
of Chriſtians, each of which is a Church, but not, 
the Church of Chriſt, which is compoſed of all the 
particular Churches united under one Head, Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom God gave to be the Head over all 
T. bings, to the Church, Eph. i. 22. 

92. Has Chriſt any Vicar, or Deputy on 
Earth, who is the viſible Head of the Church ? 

A. 92. Scripture makes no mention of ſuch an 

Appantment which, indeed, is contrary to the 


Nature of Chriſt's Kingdom, which is not of this 
World. 
293. 
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2. 93. Who are the Saints you ſay have Com- 
munion together? 


A. 93. Chriſtians, or the Members of the 
Church, which are called to be Saints. 
94. What is the Communion which you ſay 

Chriſtians have together ? 

A. 94. The Word Communion ſigniſies Fellow: 
ſhip, or joint-partaking of any Thing, ſo that the 

ommunion of Chriſtians denotes their partaking 
together of the 8 Faith, — ſame e — e 
Promiſes. 


9. 95. What is the Ule of theſe two Articles, a as 
to Practice ? 


A. 95. Our Faith in the holy Church ſhould en- 
gage us to be ſtedfaſt to our Profeſſion, and to 
walk worthy of the ſame,-—and the Communion of 
Chriſtians ſhould produce between them the moſt 
ſincere and durable Affection. 

96. What is Sin? 

A. 96. That which is againſt the Law of God. 

9. 97. What is the Remiſſion of Sins? 

A. 97. The forgiving the Puniſhment due to 
Sin, and the reſtoring us to God's Favour. 

9. 98. Are there any Conditions Joined to the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, offered by God in his Goſpel ? 

A. 98. Yes, there are two, Repentance and 
Faith, that is to ſay, that we ſhould amend our 
Lives, for the Time to come, and as for the Sins 
already committed, that we ſhould acknowledge it 
is ſor Chriſt's Sake that God will forgive them. 

9. 99. What practical Uſe ſhould we make of 
this Article of our Belict ? 

A. 99. The infinite Mercy of God, in forgiving 
us our Sins, ſhould engage us to a proper return of 
Love, and "make us careful to fulfill the Condi- 
tions on which his Promiſes depend. 

2. 100. 
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100. What do you mean by the Life ever- 
laſting ? 

A. 100. I mean the perfect and everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs which good Men ſhall enjoy hereafter, in 
Heaven. 

9. cor. What is the practical Uſe of this Ar- 
ticle? 

A. 101. Since we have ſuch Hopes and Promi- 
ſes, we ſhould cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſs of 
the Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of 
God, 2 Cor. vii. 1, and Rom. vi. 22, we ſhould 
have our Fruit unto Holineſs, that we may have for 
the End, AK Life. 


PART 
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PART Iv. be ws 


Of the Goſpel EN , dot 


| SxcT10N 1. Of our Wy re Cod. 


Queſtion novel 


you ſaid from the very Reninning of theſe 
Inſtructions, that Religion has two Parts, 
Faith and Practice, what we ſhould believe, and 
what we muſt do. We have gone thro' the Ar- 
ticles of our Belief, let us now talk of our Duties. 
Under how many. Heads may, thoſe Duties be 
reduced. 

"Anſwer 102. Under Three, Firſt, our Duties 
towards God, which are the Duties. of Piety. Se- 
condly, our Duties towards other Men, which are 
Duties of Juſtice and Charity. Thirdly, our Duties 
towards ourſelves, or the Duties of, Temperance. 

\. 2. 103. Where do. you find our Duties towards 
God ſummed up? 


A. 103. In the four firſt of > Ten Commund- 
ments. 


Firſt Commandment. 


2. 104. What is the intent of this Command- 
ment: F047 

A. 104. To Jeferinine the Object "of religious 
Worſhip, or whom we ought to adore. 

9. 105. What is the — . of theſe Waun, 
to have a God? © e 


K A. 105. 
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A. 105. We may have a God in three different. 
Ways, Firſt, by the Notions of our Minds. Se- 
condly, by the Diſpolitions of our Hearts. Third- 
ly, by our Actions. | 

9. 106. What is the Summary of this Com- 


. ment? 
ebend 


„106. That Gad being the © 
Being! Au alone deſerve all our .es. 
and Submiſſion, and can be the only one to — 
we ſhould pay ſuch Homage, as can be due only 
to an all- perfect Being. 
0 107. What thet does this Commandment for- 


H. 1o7. Firſt; thar we — in any other Be- 
** chan God, #tiy infinite "Fein, l. for that can 
belong to God Sire "Secondly that we love, reſ- 
&, fear or '6bey any one as we do God. Thbird- 
Y, that our Behaviour ſhould imply ſuch Notions 
of; ot Diſpoſitions towards other N. than God, 
as are proper an due to God only. 
. 108. "And What does n Commandment 0 
quid of: Us S ä N 
A. 108. 8 Fir; that we cis 700 Fs 
have true and exalted Notions of the one true C 
Secondly, that we have ſuch * of F cart, 
as fuit ſo great @ Being. Thirdly; that our Be- 
haviour be conformable to ſuch Notions and Diſ- 
E 
109. What ought we to think of the Wor- 
ſhip of Angels and of the Virgin Mary ? 
A. 109. It is groſs Idolatry: The Worſhip of 
Angels is expreſiy forbidden, Coloſs. ii. 18. As for 
the Virgin Mary, ſhe is but a human Creature, 
therefore not to be worſnhipped. Beſides the only 
Privilege Seripture mentions to belong ta her is 
what ſhe claims, Luke, i. 48, that all Generations 


ſhould 


ſhould call her Bleſſed, which implies the Reſpect 
due to her Memory, but no Worſhip. | 
9. 110. Tho! it would be Idolatry to offer to 
any Creature the /ame Honour as wWe do to God, 
yet may not abel Saints, and the bleſſed Vir- 
np 


gin be Wworſhippet! with a lower Kind of Worſhip ? 
A. 11d. Scriprure ſpeaks but of one Kind of re: 
ligious Worſhip, and requires it ſhould be offered 
c Af 


Becond Commandment. 


2 "a What is the Delign of this Command - 

ment? Ne 8 
A. 111. To determine how we are to worſhip 
9. 112. What does this Law forbid ? 

A. 112. It forbids, Firſt, to make any Repre- 
ſentation of God, who being a Spirit cannot be like 
to any Thing that falls under our Senſes. Secondly, 
to make any Kind of Repreſentation of any Creature 
whatever, to pay it any Kind of s, ious Honour. 
: 2. 11g. What myſt this Law be ſuppoſed to en- 

in:! . SEM %. EO 
A. 113- That we worſhip God in Spirit and in 
Truth, that is to ſay, inwardly, with our Minds, 
wa by an cried Welti, Middle to. and wor: 
thy of, a Being, who is a Spirit. . 
9. 114. The Promiſe joined to this Command- 
ent, can admit of no Difficulty, but what Means 
the Thfeat here mentioned? is it juſt to puniſh 
Children for the Sins of their Fathers? 
A. 114. The Puniſhment. here mentioned, 1: 
temporal, and God points out the e 
a wicked Life, which cannot but extend to Poſte- 


4 ity . . 
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F Third | Commandment. | 


2 1 115. What is the Name of Gdꝰ 
A 115. All Words, Names or Titles by which 
God, or any Thing renting to him, is mentioned 
or ſpoken of. 

Q. 116. What do you mean by taking the Name 
of God in vain ? 

A. 116. 1 mean ſpeaking of God, or any Thing 
relating to.him, without ſufficient Neceſſity and due 
Reſpect. | 

9. 117. What is an Oath, or what do you mean 
by n by the Name of God ? 

117. An Oath is a ſolemn calling on God to 
be Witneſs of the Truth of what we ſay, and to pu- 
niſh us if we are guilty of Falſhood. 

. 118. Can it then be lawful to ſwear by any 
Creature ? 

A. 118, No, For no Creature knows our 
Thoughts, or has ſufficient Pawer to puniſh us in 
all Caſes. 

4 Var 19. Is it lawful to ſwear by the Name of 

od | 

A. 119. Yes. And we find in Scripture both 
Commands and Examples ſo to do, in important 
Occaſions. See Deut. vi. 13, Xxix. 10, 2 Cor. 
1. 2 

| 9. 120. Is not an Oath a Thing of the greateſt 
Conlequence ? : 

A. 120. Moſt certainly. If duly taken, it ho- 
noureth God, whoſe infinite Knowledge and Pow- 
er we pay Homage to.—lIf unduly taken, it highly 
diſhonours that great Being, whoſe Power we de: 
ſpiſe and whom we endeavour to make an Accom- 
plice of our Crime. 

9. 121 
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. 121. Does not the Threat added to this Com- 
mandment, ſhew. the Importance thereof? 

A. 121. Yes. Hereby God declares, he will 
not hold guiltleſs, which means, that he will eſteem 
guilty and will puniſh, all ſuch as take, in any wiſe, 
bis Name in vain. 


Fourth Commandment. 


9. 122. What is the Deſign of this Command- 
mane 2'*-! 10 

A. 122. To direct us in the publick Worſhip we 
offer up to God, and with that Intent it enjoyns 
that we conſecrate one Day in ſeven, or every ſe- 
venth Day, to God's more immediate Service. 

9. 123. Why does God 4 1 that a Day 
ſhould be ſet apart for that Purpole ? 

A. 123. That we might not be diverted from 
his Service, by intermixing the ſame with the 
Affairs and Objects of this World. 

8; 124. How ought we to keep this Day ? 

124. We ſhould aſſemble together to ſerve 
God, bers inſtruct ourſelves in his Ways and Will. 


125. What Day did the Jews keep holy, and 
what Day do Chriſtians keep ſo? 


A. 125. The Jews kept the ſeventh Day of the 
Week in Memory of the Creation, which was then 
finiſhed, Chriſtians keep the firſt Day of the Week, 
in Memory of our Saviour's Reſurrection, which 
was a Kind of new Creation, Mankind being there- 
by begotten to a lively Hope. 


4 * 
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| P AR T IV. Sxcr1on 2. 
Of our Duty towards other Men. 


| Queſtion 126, 


HERE do we learn our Duty towards 
| other Men? 4 
Anſwer 126. In theſe two Precepts of onr Sayi- 
our, thou ſbalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, Math, 
xxii. 39,-—all Things whatſoever ye would that Men 
ſhould o to you, do ye even ſo to them, Math. vii, 
12. and in the fix laſt of the Ten Command- 
ments? 
Q. 127. What Means that Precept, thou ſhalt 
love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 7 | 
A. 127. By our Neighbour we muſt underſtand 
all Men, whom we ſhonld love as fincerely, and as 
effectually as we love ourſelves, never doing them 
any Hurt, nor refuſing or neglecting to do them 
any Good, whenever it is in our Power. | 
* 128. What means this Rule, that we do to 
othe 
A 


s what we would they ſhould do to us, 

. 128. It means that we ſhould ever do to 
others what we might reaſonably require they ſhould 
rg us, if they were in our Place and we in 

eirs. n 
©. 129. Shew me the Extent and Excellency of 
theſe two Rules ? = 8 ; 
A. 129. They comprehend all our Duties towards 
Men, fince they regulate the Diſpoſitions of our 
Minds towards them, as-well as our Actions. 
Their Excellence is ſuch, that if they were duly ob- 
ſerved, we never ſnould hurt any one, nor refuſe to 

do Good. 5 
Fifth 


Explanation, &c. 


Fifth Commandment. 


2. 130. What i is the Extent and Purpoſe of this 
Communianoys | : 

A. 130. It is intended ed. preſeribe the Duties of 
Superiors and of Inferiors towards each other. | 

Q, 131. What Duties are here preſcribed to Su- 
periors Leads, their Inferiors ? 

A. 131. To love and protect them, PE 
their Behaviour towards them, to make themtelves 
worthy of their Love, Eſtoem, Reſpect and Sub- 


miſſion. 
132. What Duties are _— of Inferiors 
towards their Superiors? | 

A. 132. To love, eſteem and reſpect them, and 
to obey them in all Things that are juſt. " 

2. 133. What Duties are here — to Chil- 
dren towards their Father and Mother? ' © 

A. 133. To love, reſpect.and aſſiſt chem, and to 
obey them in the Lord. 

9. 134. What Duties are here preſerived to Fa- 
thers and Mothers? | 

A. 134. To take Care of their Children, both as 
to their temporal and ſpiritual Concerns. 1 Tim. 
v. 8, if any provide not for his own, he hath dented. 
the Faith, and is worſe: than an Infidel. — Praverbs 
xxii. 6, train up a Child in the Way he ſhould go. 

9. 135. What Duties are vreſeribed to Maſters ? 

A. 135. To be juſt and mild to their Servants, 
Eph. vi. 9, Maſters forbear threatning ; knowing 
that your Maſter alſo is in Heaven, neither is there 
Rope of 27 775 with bim. — The Hire which is, of 
you, kept b 
them, which have reaped, are entered into le E ar's 
o the Lord, Jam. WW - + 
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9. 136. What are the Duties of Servants towards 
_ Maſters? _ 
136. To be faithful, humble and ſubmiſſive. 
Eph. vi. 5, 6, 7, Servants be obedient to them that 
are your Maſters with fear, in fingleneſs of your 
Heart, as unto Chriſt, not with Eye Service, in your 
Maſters Sight, only as Men pleaſers, but as the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, going the Will of God from the 
Heart, with good Will doing Service as to. the Lord, 
and not to Men. Tit. ii. 9, 10, mot Purloining, 
ſtealing, pilfering, waſting, or cheating, — not an- 
ſwering again, with pertneſs and diſreſpect. 


Q. 137. What are the Duties of Civil Superiors F. 


of Princes and Magiſtrates ? 


A. 137. To make good Laws, and. execute chem 
with Care. Rom. xiii. 3, being 4 Terror to evil 
Works, protecting and encouraging all woke. that 
walk in a perfect Way: 

2. 138. What are "tha Duties of Subjects * 

A. 138. To be ſubject, not only for Wrath, or 
Fear, but alſo for Conſcience ſake, and to pay Tri- 
bute, Ko. Xill. 5, 6. 

139. What are the Duties of che Clergy ? 

"1 39: To feed the Flock of Chriſt, as good Stew- 
ards of the,manifold Grace of God, to ſet forth the 
Word of God, by their preaching and living, * 
ing Enſamples to the Flock. 

— 140. What are the Duties of the People to· 

s their Miniſters? | 

A. 140. To liſten attentively to their Advice, 
* to follow it, when agreeable. to the Word of 
God, and to reſpect them, for their Work's Sake. 

2 141. Why is there a Promiſe joined to this 
Commandment? 

A. 141. To point out the natural Effects and 
Conſequence of our fulfilling our mutual Obligati- 
ons, in the ſeveral Conditions and Ranks 3 

ere 


W 
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here placed, which, by ſecuring to us the divine Fa- 
vour and Protection, will, of courſe, procure us a 


quiet, long and happy Life. 
Sixth Commandment. . 


'9, 142. What i is hereby forbidden b. REO 
A. 142. To take away unjuſtly and withour Ne- 
ceſſity: 8 857 of any one? 
2. 143. When may we take away 2 's Life 
without breaking this Commandment? 3 
(ases A. 143. In three Slaſſes, Firſt, to preſerve our 
own Life, when we cannot do it otherwiſe. Se- 
condly, to execute the Laws, and to puniſh ſuch 
as offend againſt them. Thirdly, in a juſt War. 
9. 144. What is the whole Extent of this Law ? 
A. 144. It forbids us to hurt, in any Shape, the 
Perion of bur Brethren, and alſo it forbids all that 
may lead us to hurt him, ſuch as, Hatred, Anger, 
Quarrels, Vengeance, Injuries, Curſes. 
2145. What muſt this Law be — to re- 
TR of us ? 
A. 145. That we do all the Good we can to 
other Men, both by preſerving their Lives, and 
making them quiet ind happy, as far as in us lies. 


Seventh Cömitlandment. 


9. 146. What is here forbidden ? 

A. 146. All Kind of Vacleanneſs 1 in Thoughts, 
Words or Actions. 

* 147. What is hereby tiuited of us? 


To cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſs 


147. 
of the F leſh, and keep our Bodies in Temperance, 
Sovernels and Chaſtity. 


I. _ Eighth 
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Eighth Commandment. 


'9. 148. What is forbidden in this Command- 
ment ? 

A. 148. All wrong that we may do to other 
Men in their Property, whether by Fraud or Vio- 
lence, by taking away or detaining what is, or 
ought to be theirs. | 
S 149. What is hereby gion v to us? 


149. To be juſt, and to give every one his 
Due. . 


Ninth Commandment. 


2 150. What is here forbidden? 

A. 150. All Words whereby we may hurt any 
Man, ſuch as falſe Witneſs, or a falſe Declaration 
before a Magiſtrate. — Evil ſpeaking, whether the 
Evil told be falſe or true, if told without Neceſſity, 
— needleſly reporting the Evil we hear, —Flattery, 
— Lying, — and all that may lead to theſe Vices, 

as Hatred, Envy, raſh Judgments and uncharita- 
ble Cenſures of other Men and their Behaviour. 

Q. 151. What is hereby required of us? 

A. 151. To ſpeak ever with Truth of our N 
our, — to defend his Reputation. 


Tenth Commandment. 


9. 132. What is hereby forbidden? 

A. 152. All unlawful deſiring of other Men's 
Property. 
9. 153. When are our Deſires of other Men's 
Property unlawful ? | 


- © 153. 
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A. 153. Firſt, when we deſire what it is not 
lawful for us to enjoy or poſſeſs. Secondly, when 
we deſire to get, by, unlawful Means, what we 
might otherwiſe, lawfully enjoy. Surly, when 
our lawful Deſires are too eager; - | 

9. 154. What is hereby required of ud, | 

A. 154. To be moderate in all our Deſires «ad 
Enjoyments of wordly Things, and to be ſatisfied 
in all Conditions, as ſubmitting to God's F'rovi- 
dence, who knows what is fit for us. * | 


Q. 155. Is there any Thing particular to be ob⸗ 
ſerved with regard to this Commandment? 

A. 155. Yes : That by regulating our Deſires, 
it is intended to prevent our breaking any Article 
of God's Law, with regard to our Neighbour, for 
Covetouſneſs is the Root of all Eil. 


2. 16. What are the chief CharaQeas of, our 
Obedience to the Laws of Gd? | 


A. 156. Firſt, our Obedience ſhould before tnd 
willing, my Son give me thine Heart, Prov. xxiii. 
26. Secondly, it muſt be univerſal.— Thirdiy, it 
muſt be permanent, and continually grow more 
| _ growing in Grace, being faithful to the 

E 


I& at? 1 


9. 157. Can we be more perfe& than God re- 
quires of us ? 

A. 157. No, certainly, for we cannot love more 
than with all our Heart, with all our Soul; and with 
all our Mind, 

2. 158. Does not the Church of Rome pretend 
that we can be more virtuous than God requires, 
and that we can do good Works which are not en- 
Joined us ? 

A. 158. Yes, ſhe does, and ſuch good Works 
as we may do beyond what is ſaid to be required, 
are in that Church, called, Works of Spereroga- 
tion. 


L 2 2. 159: 
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2. 159. What is meant in that Communion by 
Indulgencies? | 

A. 139. The transferring che Merit of tuch as 
do more than they imagine God requires of them, 
to ſuch as do not enough, which Transfer is made 
by the Pope, and is taxed at a certain Sum, accord- 
ing to the. Riches of the offending Perſon. 

160. Are not theſe Doctrine of the Church 

of Rome, Errors. | 

1 160. They are contrary to Seripture, which 
ſays, when ye ſhall have done all theſe Things which 
are commanded you, ſay, wt are unprofitable Servants, _ 
Luke xvil. 10. — and Gal. vi. g, "way Man ule 
bear his bun Burden. © 

SZ 16 1. Are not theſe Efron dangerous Bat 

A. 161. Yes : Beſides that it is the Prerogative 
of God alone to forgive Sin, ſuch Opinions can 
only produce Pride in ſuch as imagine they have 
done too much, and Remiſſneſs in thoſe that can 
avail themſelves of the Merits of others. 
r . \ 
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1 1 IV. SECTION: 3. 


Of the Duties f T. N which Nen our- 
ſelves. 


Queſtion 152. 


N what do the Duties of Temperntice conſiſt ? 
Anſwer 162. | hey conſiſt, in general, in an en- 
tire Subjection of the Fleſh to the Spirit, or of the 
Body to the Soul, crncifying, a8 Scripture ſays, the 
Fleſb with the Aﬀedtions and Laſts thereof, Gal. v. 
24. 
ES 163. What muſt we do to be temperate ? 4 
£63. We muſt avoid all Exceſſes in Eatin 
Drinking, and Sleepi . in the Quality of Fe 
Gluttony, Drunkenne Delicacy, and Import 
of all Kinds. 
9. 164. What more. 1 Temperance require? 
As 164. Thar having overcome the bn 
to Holineſs, we endeavour to acquire true Sanctifi- 
cation, by making a right Uſe of our Time, and 
of all the Means which may render more perfect the 
Faculties of our Minds andi the Organs of our Bo- 
dies, preſſing toward the. Mark, for the Prize of the. 
high calling of God, in Chriſt Jeſus, Philip i Ill. 14 
I 165. Which are the chief Hindrances to Ho- 


lineſs? 
A. 165. Sin, which we ſhould fly from, —— a. 
ie orld, which we ſhould renounce, — and. 


our own Corruption which we ſhould endeavour to. 
ſubdue. 
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PART V. 
Of Prayer. 


SECTION 1. Of the Nature and Objeft of Prayer, 


and of the en tions requifite in the Performance 
thereof. ; 


Queſtion 166. 


IST do you mean by praying > | 
he 166. I mean aſking what we think 
RAE 5 us, from ſome one who can, and 
whom we think will, grant our Requeſt. 

$ 167. What is a religious Prayer? N 

167. A Prayer addreſſed to ſome other Being 
than Man. , 8 

9. 168. To whom ſhould our religious Prayers 
be addreſſed ? _ 

A. 168. To God alone. 

2. 169. Why fo? 4 

A 169, Becauſe God has ſo commanded it, and 
becauſe he is the only one who, we are certain, 
knows our Wants and can ſupply them. 

9. 170. Is it unlawful and improper to pray to 
Angels or good Men deceaſed ? 

A. 170: Such Prayers are unlawful, as no where 
approved of in holy Writ, they are improper and 
abſurd, ſince we do not know if Angels hear us, 
and we are ſure that ns woke Saints do not, Eccl. 
IX. 6, 

2. 171. But if we cannot pray directly to An- 
gels or departed Saints, may we not addreſs them 
as Interceſſors to God, for us? 


A. 171. 
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A. 171. Such an Addreſs is equally abſurd with 
the former, for if they do not hear us, they cannot 
pray or intercede for us : Beſides, according to 
Scripture, there is one Mediator between God and 
Men, the Man Chriſt Feſus, 1 Tim. ii. 5, and our 
Saviour ſays, wo Man cometh unto the Father, but 
by him, John xiv. 6. | 
9. 172. In what Language ought we to pray ? 
A. 172. If it be in private it is no matter, pro- 
vided the Perſon who prays, underſtands what he 
ſays ; if it be in publick, it muſt be in a Language 
underſtood by him who prays, and by all who are 
preſent, elſe they cannot join with him and ſay 
Amen, See 1 Cor. xiv. 
9. 173. In what Manner ought we to pray, or 
what are the Diſpoſitions requiſite in Prayer ? 
A. 173. Firſt, we ſhould pray with Attention, 
minding what we ſay. Secondly, with Earneſtneſs, 
to ſhew the Neceflity and Value of what we aſk. 
Thirdly, with Submiſſion to the Will of God, who 
knows beſt what is fit for us. Fourthly, with 
Confidence, or a firm Aſſurance that God will 
grant us what is really fit for us. Fifthly, with 
Perſeverance, often, and not giving over, if God 


does not grant our Requeſts as ſoon as we could 
wiſh. 
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FART d, Stelo 2. bo" wiv 
07 the Lord's Weyer 


Queſtion 174. g 


As not our Saviour given us a Prayer which 
1 we ought to make Uſe of, and take for a 
ule of all our other Prayers? 

Anſwer 174. Yes; and this we hs the hon 

Player. 

8. 175. How is God our Father? 

175. Firſt, by Creation, as he made us. Se- 

condly, by Adoption, as he receives us for his Chil- 
dren, thro' Chriſt Jeſus, provided We be, as ir 
were, born again, by a geod and vi tuous Life. 
2. 176. Why do we call God by be Tide of 
Father, PBK — by any other? 

A. 176. To profeſs, Firſt, our Reſpect, Sud 
miſſion and Love, which being due to our carthly 
Parents, are much more juſtly due to our Father, 
which is in Heaven, Secondly, the Grounds. of 
our Confidence, for Pſ. ciii. 13, like as a Father 
pitieth his Children, ſo the Lord pitieth them that 
fear bim; and Math. vii. 11, Your Father which 


is in Heaven giveth good Things to them that ast 
Bim. | 


2. Where is God? 

A. 177. Every where, but he is faid to be in 
Heaven, becauſe he there makes himſelf known 
more perfectly. 

9. 178. Why do you mention, in the Lord's 
Prayer, God's being in Heaven ? 


A. 178. 
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A 178. To ſhew that God will hear us from all 
Places, and that our, Aﬀections ſhould be where 
we is, who alone can make us s/realy and eternally 

apPY- 

2. 179. You told me A. 11 70 that by the Name 
of God, vou mean all Words whereby we mention 
God, or auy Thing relating to him, now tell me 
what you mean by hallowing his Name? 

A. 179. To hallow any Thing is to make or de- 
clare it Holy, and to diſtinguiſh it from all other 
Things; ſo that to hallow the Name of God, is to 
diſtinguiſh God, and all that relates to him, by the 
greateſt Reſp ect. 

2 180. What are we bound to do, when we 
pray that God's Name be hallowed ? 

A. 180. We ought to ſet a good Example to 
others, and hallow it ourſelves. 

9. 181. What do you mean when you pray, that 
the Kingdom of God may come, aud that his Will be 
done ? 

A. 181. I wiſh that all reaſonable Beings, and 
eſpecially Men, may be obedient to the Dominion 
and Will of God, by a ready, ſincere and univerſal 
Performance of all his Commands; and, conſe- 
quently, I wiſh, that the Goſpel, wherein the Will 
of God is contained, may be, every where, known 
and obſerved, 

9. 182, Why do you ſay, in Earth AS in Hea- 
ven ? 

A. 182. To expreſs the Perfection of the Obedi- 
ence we ought to aim at, which ſhould approach, 
as near as poſſible, to the Obedience of the Angels 
els * in Heaven. 

What are we bound to do when we of- 
fer Ge two Petitons ? 

A. 183. We ſhould, in all Things, obey the 
Will of God. 

M 2. 194 
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9, 184. What do you mean by the Bread you 
aſk for in the Lord's Prayer? 

A. 184. Bread being the chicf Support of Life, I 
thereby mean all that is neceſſary for us in the Con- 
dition in which God has placed us. 

1 183. What mean thefe Words, daily, this 
ay ? 

' A .185. What is neceſſary for us each Day, or 

Day by Day. 

9. 186. Since you adele more than Bread, 
why do you mention nothing but Bread ? 

A. 186. That we may learn to moderate our De- 
fires, and be ſatisfied with whatever God thinks fit 
for us. 

R 87. Why do you aſk for Neceſſaries but for 
one Day? I 

A. 187. That we may often renew our Profeſſi- 
ons of Dependance and Reliance on God, whoſe 
Bleſſing, alone, can make us proſper, and to wean 
us from all Uneaſineſs about Futurity. 

. 188. Is it unlawful to think of, or provide 
for, the Time to come? 

A. 188. No: But we ſhould do lo, without 
Unealineſs, which ſhews a Diſtruſt of God's Pro- 
vidence and Goodneſs. 

9. 189. Wlat is it our Duty to do when we aſk 
our daily Bread ? 

A. 189. To truſt in God for the ſame, and if 
our Circumſtances require it, to endeavour to earn 
it, if any one will not work, he ſhould not eat, 2 
Theſl. iii. 10, but ſtill expecting our Succeſs from 
God, Paul planteth, Apollos wateretb, but God 
giveth the Increaſe, 1 Cor. iii. 6. 

9. 190. As we have ſpoken before of the For- 

ivenels of our Sins, Q. 97, nothing needs be ex- 
plained in the 3th Petition of the Lord's Prayer, 
| but 
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but the Condition annexed te the Pardon we aſk, 
as we forgive, what do you mean thereby ? 

A. 190. I mean thereby, that J expect God will 
deal with us, as we deal with other Men, for our 
Saviour expreſly ſays, Math. vi. 14, 15, if ye for- 
give Men their Treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father will 
alſo forgive you, but if ye forgive not Men their Treſ- 
paſſes, neither will your Father forgive your Treſpaſ- 
fes, and Math, vii. 2, with what Meaſure ye mete, 
it ſhall be meaſured to you again ; and nothing can 
be more juſt and equitable than ſuch a Condition, 
which we ſhould carefully fulfill. ; 

9. 191. What means this Petition, lead us wot 
into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil? <= 

A. 191. Temptations are the Occafions of Sin, 
— Sin is the greateſt of Evils, therefore what we 
aſk for, here, is, that we may not meet too often 
with Occaſions of Sin, but that God would be plca- 
ſed to avert them, as much as is proper in a State 
of | rial, and poſſible in a State of Corruption; and 
that when Temptations are unavoidable, God would 
enable us to overcome them. ' | 

I 192. What does this Petition require of us? 

. 192. That we avoid all Occaſions of Sin, as 
much as in us lies. — Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into Temptation, Math. xxvi. 41. 

9. 193. How does the Lord's Prayer end ? 

A. 193. By a Form of Praiſe to God: For thine 
is the Kingdom, the Power and Glory, for ever, —— 
thine is the Kingdom we wiſh may come, ——t..ou 
haſt Power to grant our Requeſts, —— thine is the 
Glory, who art the Author of every good and perfect 
Gift. | | 

7 94. What do we learn by this Concluſion of 
our Lord's Prayer ? 

A. 194. That we ſhould ever join Praiſe to Pray- 
er, When we addreſs ourſelves to God, 


M 2 2 195. 
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9. 195. We aſk, tn this Prayer, for temporal as 
well as for ſpiritual Concerns, but ſhould we aſk 
thoſe different Bleſſings with an equal Degree of 
Affection? As neg. 

A. 195: No: Our Affection ſhould ever be re- 
gulated by che Nature of the Things we aſk for, 
and, conſequently, we ſhould chiefly aſk for ſpiri- 
tual Bleſſings, which are of a far more excellent 
Nature than the tranſient Things of this World, 
feek firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, 
Math. vi. 33. eB? | 0 

2. 196. In all this Prayer we ſay our and not 
my, mine, does this teach us any Thing particular ? 

A. 196. It teaches us to pray with Charity; or 
others as well as foi ourſelves. —And in the fourth 
Petition, where we aſk for our daily Bread, it has 
this particular Force and Meaning, that the Bread 
we aſk tor, ought to be ours, that is to ſay, ſhould 
belong to us lawfully, and not be the Bread of 
Fraud or Lazineſs. 


9. 197. What means the Word Amen by which 
we end this Prayer, and by which we generally 
conclude the Creed and all our Prayers ? | 

A. 197. This Word, which is originally Hebrew, 
has different Significations, according as it is appli- 
ed; ſometimes it implies a Wiſh, as if we ſaid, 
I wiſh it may be ſo, and this is its Signification at the 
End of a Prayer; ſ.metimes it 1mplies no more 
than an Aſſent to a Thing affirmed or declared, as 
if we ſaid, zt is ſo.; and this is its Signification af- 
ter a Profeſſion of Faith, or the denouncing of God's 
Judgments againſt impenirent Sinners, whoſe Con- 
demnation we cannot Doubt of, tho' we are far 
from wiſhing it ſhould be their Doom. GS. 
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Of the Sacraments in general, 


Queſtion 198. 


HAT is a Covenant ? | 
Anſwer 198. A Covenant i is an Agreement 
made between two or more Pefons, cach of which 
binds himſelf to ſome Terms or Conditions. 

9. 199. What is the Covenant of Grace, or the 
Goipel Covenant ? | 

A. 199. It 3 is an Agreement made by God with 
Mankind, thro? the Mediation of Jetus Chriſt, in 
which God offers Grace or Pardon to Man, from 
whom he re r uuires Faith and Obedience. 

9. 200. "Wha i is a Chriſtian Sacrameat ? 

7 200. A Sacrament is a religious Inſtitution, 
ordained by Chriſt himſelf, to be uſed by all his 
Diſciples ; being deſigned to ſet before them, in an 
outward and viſible Sign, the Conditions of the pole 
pel Covenant. 

. 1 How many Chriſtian Sacraments are 

ere 

A. 201. Two O; ; Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
which Chriſt has inſtituted : By the former we are 
introduced into the Chriſtian Church, by the latter 
we recall to our Minds the Conditions of the Goſ- 
pel Covenant, which had been laid before us by 
Baptiſm, 


86 A Catechetical 
PART VI. Sscrlon 2. 
Of Baptiſm. 


Dueſtion 202. 


HAT is Baptiſm ? 

Anſwer 202. A religious Ceremony, in 
which a Perſon is plunged into, or ſprinkled with, 
Water, and thereby received into the outward So- 
ciety of Chriſtians. 

2: 203. What means this Ceremony? 
po 303 As the moſt common Uſe of Water is 
to cleanſe, its Signification, in Baptiſm, is to repre- 
ſent that our Sins being forgiven, our Souls are ac- 
counted clean; and that we engage to defile them 
no more, by Sin. 

2. 204. Are all Perſons who are baptized, Par- 
takers of the Privileges of the Golpel Covenant? 
A. 204. Baptiſm only repreſents the Advantages 
to be obtained in the Chriſtian Covenant; the ob- 
taining thereof depends on the Diſpoſitions of the 
Perſon baptized, and his Obſervance of the Terms 
of Acceptance, which the Goſpel contains ; for 1 
Pet. iii. 21, Baptiſm, which ſlaves, is not the pul- 
ting away of the L of the Fleſh,” by the waſhing 
thereof, but the Anſwer, or Teſtimony, of a good 
Conſcience towards God. -—— If thou wi't enter into 

Life, keep the Commandments, Math. xix. 17. 
9. 205. Are all thoſe who die before they are 
baptized, deprived of Salvation? 
+ A. 205. God forbid! We have not ſo learned 
Chriſt, and his gracious Covenant : Whatever is 
involuntary cannot be ſinful. 
9. 206. 
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9. 206. Since Baptiſm repreſents the Conditions 
of the Goſpel Covenant, how can it be adminiſtred 
to Children, who cannot know thoſe Conditions ? 

A. 206. The baptizing of Children is a worthy 
and proper Profeſſion of their Parents Piety and 
Faith, ſince they, thereby, conſecrate their Chil- 
dren to God, and implore his Bleſſing on them. — 
Beſides, the Children of Believers are Hoh, 1 Cor. 
vii. 14, and the Promiſes of the Goſpel are made 
to the Children of the Faithful, Acts ii. 39. Since 

therefore, they have a Right to the Privileges of 
the Goſpel Covenant, they may receive the Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm as an anticipated Pledge thereof, 


as well as of their Obligation to a future Obedi- 
ence. 


9. 207. How can Perſons, who have been bap- 
tized when Infants, be obliged to fulfil the Pro- 
miſes then made for them ? 

A. 207. They are obliged to fulfil ſuch Pro- 
miles not becauſe they were made for them, but 
beauſe theya re obliged to do the Will of God, 
whcenever it is known to them; and this alone was 
promiſed for them. 

9. 208. What are the Duties of grown up Per- 
ſons, who have been baptized in their Infancy ? 

A. 208. They ought carefully to examine the 
Terms of the Goſpel Covenant, and, when known, 
caretully to fulfil them. 

Obſervation 1. 

The Goſpel makes no direct mention of the baptiſm 
of Infants, but as the Jews, from whom our Saviour 
took this Ceremony, uſed to baptiſe the Children of 
their Proſely tes, the Praftice has been followed and 
x/ed in the ſame Extent. 

All Ceremonies or external Rites, vary in their 
Signification, according to the different Perſons ch 
make Uſe thereof. In grown-up Perſons, Bapti/m 


requires 
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requires and ſuppoſes HI H and REPENT- 
ANCE, but in Children it only implies, that they 
will he obliged to BELIEVE hd REPENT, when 
they ſhall be capable of ſe doing. — In our bleſſed Sa- 
vio 7, who KNEW NO SIN, Baptiſm could not 
imply Repentance, but it implied that. be would FUL- 
FIL ALL RIGHT EOUSNESS. 

Obſ. 2. Since Mmfant Baptiſm has been introduced, 
and is, generally, pratticed, nothing can be more pro- 
per than à Ceremony, by which ſuch Perſons as have 
been baptized, when Infants, ſhould, when come to 
Tears of Diſcretion, be admitted to make a publick 
Profeſſion of their Faith, and to take upon themſelves 
the Vows formerly made for them. Such an Inſtitution 
removes many Obyeftions againſt Infant -Bapiiſm, — — 
and in this, as in all Reſpects, OUR CHURCH bas 
been reformed upon a moſt excellent Plan. 

The REFORMED have ever been inclined to this 
Opinion: In a Diet held at Ratiſbon, A. D. 1541, 
they offered to admit of ſuch a Ceremoney, provided it 
was not conſidered as a Sacrament ; and, indeed all 
the reformed Communions have ſome Prattice of this 


Kind, tho they ao not all perform it in a publick 
Manner. 


FARSI 
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P AR T VI. Szcrion 3. 
Of the Lord's Supper. 


Queſtion 209. 


HAT is the Lord's Supper? 

Anſwer 209. A religious Ceremony, 
wherein Chriſtians eat Bread and drink Wine, in 
Memory of Chriſt, their Saviour, dying for them, 
—of his Body broken, or Suffering, repreſented 
by the Bread; and of his Blood ſpilt, repreſented 
by the Wine, and of all the Benefits which accrue 
to them from his Sufferings and Death. 

9. 210. Why is this religious Ceremony called 
a Supper ? | 

A. 210. Becauſe Chriſt ordained it at Supper. 

9. 211. What Supper had Chriſt eaten when he 
inſtituted this Sacrament ? | 

A. 211. The Paſſover, or Paſcal Supper, which 
the Jews celebrated Yearly, in Memory of their 
Deliverance from the Egyptian Bondage. 

Q: 212. What ſhould be obſerved from the Con- 
formity there is between the Paſcal and the Lora's 


Supper ? | 

1 212. Firſt, that all that was eſſential and pro- 
per to the Paſcal Supper, was merely accidental to 
the Supper of the Lord, ſuch as, the Hour of 
eating that Supper, —— the unleavened Bread then 
made uſe of, the Poſture in which it was taken. 
1 Secondly, ſince in the Paſcal Supper it was 
uſual to call the Lamb they eat, the Paſſover, 
the Bread, the Bread which their Fathers had 
eat in Egypt, and the Wine they drank, the 
Wine their Fathers had drank when God 8 

* N chem, 
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them, our Saviour's Diſciples could not be ſurpri- 


ſed at his calling the Bread * Past, his Body 
ly the ſame 


and Blood, which Was preciſe Kind of 
Expreſſion. 

9. 213. Lou ſaid that the Bread and Wine re- 
preſent the Body and Blood of Chriſt, are they not 
rather his real Body and Blood? 

A. 212. Such an Opinion would be contrary, 1ſt, 
to our Senſes, for, we. ſee, taſte, ſmell, and feel pos 
thing but Bread and Wine. Secondly, to Regfos 
for a Body cannot be in mote than ong Place at, 
e Chriſt's, Body cannot be in Heaven 

d. oaEarth. Thirdly, to Scripture, which calls 

he, Bread, Bread; and the Wine, Wine; after they 

are conſecrated or ſet apart to repreſent,, the Body 

and Blood of Chriſt, ſee Math. Xxxvi. 20, and 1 
Cor. xi. 28. | | viaW .; 

9. 2i4. But Chriſt faid, this is my Body, my 
4.214. This is only a Way .of ſpeaking, , a 
when he ſaid, 1 am a Daor, a Vine, the Hay, 
and only means a Relemblance.or Repreſencation. 
eig. Can you make it appear by Chriſt's own 
Words that we mult, ſo, underſtand them here? 
..: 4; 215. Very plainly, ſince he, adds, which is 
broken, which is ſhed,; which was oply true, then, by 
Way of Repreſentation, for Chriſt had not as yct 
ſuffered. —-Allo, becauſe he ſays, g Abis, cat and 
drink, in Remembrance of me, which excludes all 
perſonal Preſence, for we cannot be ſaid. to remem- 
ber a Perſon that, is rent. -.....- -: i. 
Q. 216. Pray ſhew me how this Sacrament re- 
preſents the Conditions of the, Goſpel Covenant? 
A. 216. Firſt, this Sacrament. reminds us of all 
that Chriſt has done, and is diſpoſed to do, for us; 
and, conſequently, of - all. that the Golpel requires 
of us. Secondly, cating: Bread e Wine 

Oe a | ecauſe 


Eupldnutioh; Bec. 61 
becauſe Chriſt, has ordered us ſa to do, is an Ac” 


knowledgment tit we belong to Cliriſt, and that 
we ſhould obey him. 


ane What means the Word \(onwinnick 
which is given to this Sacramend f 


A. 217. The Word Communion fignifies a | 


Joint-partaking ; and the Ek Supper 1s lo called 
becauſe we therein _—_— Sir Deſire to partake of 


the Advantages of, th e (Gol, af Ps OUT 
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To the Article of the Creed, which ne, the 
Coriftiay n 05 


T 
* Queſtion 1 1 | 


HAT is the Church of Rome? © | 
Anſwer 1. A Society of Men, . at the 
ſame Time that they vrofeſs to be Chriſtians, AC» 
knowledge the Pope or Biſhop of Rome for viſible 
Head of the Church, receive the Deciſions of the 
Church as equal 'to thoſe of holy Writ, LY main- 
tain they are the only Church of Chriſt. 1 
9. 2. What is a Roman Catholick ? 
4. 2. A Member of the Church of W * 
2 4. Why are a Catholicks, called ke 
a A. * Becauſe they profeſs Subjection to the 
Pope, as viſible Head of the Church. | 
+ What is the Reformed Church! A e 
. A Society of Chriſtians, who acknowledge 
no Head of the Chriſtian Church bur Chriſt, and 
no Rule of Faith or Obedience but the Scriptures. 
9. 5. Why is this Society of Chyithans. called the 
Reformed Church 
A. 5. Becaule we have reformed the Errors and 
Abuſes of the Church of Rome, __ ... 
9. 6. Why are they called Proteſtants? 
A. 6. Becauſe they declare and proteſ againſt the 
Errors and Abuſes of the-Church of Rome. 
7. What is the chief Article of Controyerſy or 
Di a: berween the Reformed Church and the 
Church of Rome ? | 
A. 7. 
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A. 7. Whether Scripture be the only infallible 
Rale of our Faith and Practice, or whether ſome 
other infallible Authority | is to be joined to that of 
the Scripture. 

2. 8. We have ſcen before, that the lntent of 
God, in giving us the Holy Scripture, being to in- 
ſtruct us in the Way to Salvation, it muſt be a clear 
and perfect Rule to us, to whoſe Authority alone 
we ſhould ſubmit. —— Tell me now what infallible 
Authority does the Church of Rome Join to that of 
b ? 

A 8. The Authority of the Church. 

9. What does the Church of Rome mean by 
the Church to whole Authority and. Deciſions, ſhe 
will have every one ſubmit ? 

A. 9. The Doctors of that Communion do not 
agree 15 to this Article, as important as it is, and 
yet until they do, every one has a Right to reject 
all their Opinions, was there no other Reaſon ſor ſo 
doing. and it is not likely they ever will agree 
concerning it.-—-Now ſome of the Roman Divines 
place Infallibility in the Pope alone; others in the 
General Councils, independent of the Pope; and 
others, in both er and Councils, united and a- 


2 t 1 9009 

a 9. 5 her can you object to this pretended 
Infallibility,. whatever Lobe! it is conſidered in, and 
whereſoever it is placed; except in Scripture? 
A. 10. Se weighty Reaſons; Firſt, no Man 
nor Society of Men can be infallible, unleſs inſpi- 
red, which no one can, with Reaſon, pretend to 
now. Secondly, many unqueſtionable Facts prove 
that neither Popes nor Councils are infallible, for 
very often their Deciſions have -been oppoſite and 
contradictory. Thirdly, Such an Authority leaves 
us ever doubtful and imperſe& in our Faith and 
Obedience, for every new Article which ſuch an 

Authority 
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Authotity will give Sanction to, becomes eee a 
tory, and therefore leaves us ever uncertat 
Bounds of our Obligations.  Feufthly, it God Fay 
appointed ſuch an infallible Authority elſewhete 
than in Scripture, ! he would have tod us of it, that 
we inight reſort to it 3 but far ſtom this, Scti 87 
requires that every one ſhould examine and, jd 
| — lnmſelf. 1 The Nair, Prove all | Things, 612 
We whith is F 
11. But the Church is called the Pilar 4 
Grown of the Truth, 1 Tim. ii. 1 5+ ang, 

A. 11. St. Paul ſpeaks, there, of ile whole 
Chriſtian Church, and not of any Pardtrular Church, 
as is the Church of Rome. 

9. 12. But the Church of Rome calls herfelt the 
Catholick, of Whole Church of C 1 

. 12. She may call her ſelf what the pleaſes, but 
moſt certainly, 'Cathofick and > Rick 900 
and particular, are inconfiltent and con at ory 


T itles. | 
13. Is not the Pope or Biſhop « of Rowe 

the Head of the Chriſtian Church? 

Q. 137 We read in a Scrjptote of no Mead of the 
Church 2 Jeſus CBriß, Eph. 1 22. 

2 14 But is not the Pope the Succellot of 8 
Peter, dns Mas Biſhop of Rome? 
AH. 14. It cold fever be well proved ar St. Pe. 
ter was Ever it Rome; if he was be could not be 
Biſhop of it, for an Apoſtle, or ubiverſal Teacher, 
cannot be che Biſhop, or Paſtor '6f ahy Sarticylit 
Church. Now, it St. Peter f never Was ar R ome, 


: - X ”y 


ceffor, 
RE 15. But was abt S.. lr ap bremen 


Head of the Chriſtian Church! 
A. 15. We find no ſack! poimment in Sctip- 
thre. nor of any Superiority St Peter had over the 
IC 
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other Apoſtles, on the r St. Paul tells us, 
2 Cor. 12. 11, that be, ſpeaking of himſelf, Was 
in nothing behind the very chiefeſt Apoſtles — Gal, iii. 
11% St. Paul uit hſtood Peter. Acts viii. 14, and 


Ni. 2, the Apoltles ſend Peter to Samaria, and when 


returned make him give an Accaunt of his Con- 


duct. And ſuppoſe St. Peter had been Biſhop of 
Rome, and Head of the Chriſtian Church, whence 
does the Pope's Right ta fucceed him appear? 
2. 16. Ch iſt nd unto Veter, {hou ars Peter, or 
thou art a Rock, as the Word Peter ſignifies, and 
upon. this Rock [ will build my Church ? 
A. 16. The meaning of this was, that St. Peter 
woc firſt preach the Goſpel to the Jews, and to 


he Genells, and we, read he did, AG f. 14, and | 


X. . 

Z 7. Where was the Proteſtant Church before 
3 > Beg ? 

A. 17. As a ſick Perſon is the ſame aſter he is 
recovered as before he was ſick, fo the Proteſtant 
Religion is the ſame pure Religion as it was before 
it had been corrupted by the Tenets and Errors 
which the Church of Rome till retains.—The Pro- 
teſtaut Religion is the pure antient Religion of the 
Goſpel ; ; the Church of Rome is the Goſpel Religi- 
on, diſtempered, ſpoiled, and moſt vilely corrupt: 
ed, —a new Religion, the Invention of Men, and 
of a Wiſdom, earthly, ſeuſual, devel; iſh. 

2 18. You faid taar Chriſtians ought to be 
ſtrictly united together, did not Proteſtants break 
theſe Bonds, and ſeparate, unchriſtianly, from 
the, Church of Rome? 

A. 18. Proteſtants did not ſeparate, but were 
given. out, by Fire and Sword, and all Kind of 
Cruelty and Perſecutions. 2dly, Proteſtants out 
of Rome, and its Limit, never did belong to that 
Church, w hich has no legal Right over other ane 

ches 
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ches. 3dly, had Proteſtants belonged to the Church 
of Rome. and ſeparated from its Communion, they 
onght fo to have done, for, 2 Cor. vi. 17, come out 
from among them whoſe Doctrine and Morals are 
corrupted, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean Thing, and I will receive you, 
and will be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my 
Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty. And 
Rev. xviii. 4, come out of ber, BABYLON, 
People, that ye be not Partakers of ber Sins, and that 
ye receive not ber Plagues. | 

9. 19. You ſaid that Proteſtants proteſt againf 
many Things, believed and practiſed in the Church 
of Rome, what do they, chiefly, proteſt againſt ? 

A. 19. Proteſtants chiefly proteſt againſt the pre- 
tended Infallibility which Rome claims, whereſo- 
ever it be placed beſides in Scripture, as this Arti- 
cle opens a Door to all the Errors and vicious Com- 
mands of Men. 28 F. 

The particular Articles they proteſt againſt, 
may be reduced to two Heads, 1ſt, Articles of 
Belief, which far from being found in Scripture, 
are contrary thereto. 2dly, Conſtitutions or Law 
which are but the Commands of Men. «792 
9. 20. What are the Articles of Belief not found 
in Scripture, or contrary to it, which the Reformed 
proteſt againft ? l | 

A. 20. The chief are theſe, 1ſt, that others, be- 
ſides God, are to be worſhipped. —2dly, that there 
are Works of Supererogation, and Indulgencies to 
be obtained. —3dly, Purgatory. — 4thly, Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, with all its Branches and Dependencies ; 
ſuch as, the taking the Cup from the Laity, the 
worſhipping of the Hoſt, and that Maſs is a Sacri- 
fice for the living and the Dead. | 1 

2: 21. What are the chief Conſtitutions or Laws 


& 


the Reformed proteſt againſt? 5 
A. 21. 


A. 21. They may be reduced to three chief 
Heads, Firſt, the refuſing to the People the read- 
ing of Holy Writ, and the Uſe of the Cup in the 
Lord's Supper. Secondly, the ordaining Prayers 
every where in Latin, even where Latin is not un- 
derſtood. Thirdly, the worſhipping of Images. 
2 22. Are there any other Articles of Belief or 
Practice, which, tho* not of ſo much Conſequence 
as the former, are yet, proteſted againſt with Rea- 
A. 22. Many may be inſtanced, ſuch as, Firſt, 6 
that Hereticks are to be perſecuted, and the Pro- 
miſes made to them not to be kept, which deſtroys 
all Confidence, and all Charity among Men, and is 
directly oppoſite to this ſpecial Command of our 
ble ſſed Saviour, by this Hall all Men know that ye 
are my Diſciples if ye have love one to another, John 
mii 7 fl is 
1.1 1 ad the intolerable Yoke of Confeſſion, 
whereby the People are enſlaved, and the Secrets 
of Families and States are diſcloſed. DATQIUL 2 
_ _ Thirdly, the Power which Prieſts aſſume of for- 
giving Sins, which can belong but to God, Mark 
n. 7, who can forgive Sins but God ONLY ? + | 
Fourthly, the adding of five Ceremonies to the 
two Chriſtian Sacraments, which not being or- 
dained by Chriſt, nor proper to all Chriſtians, 
cannot be Sacraments, or Repreſentations of the 
Conditions of the Goſpel Covenant. | 
- Fifthly, the ordaining ſuch ſtrict and frequent 
Faſts, whereby they juſtify what St. Paul ſays, 1 
Tim. iv. 1, 2, 3, that the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſly, 
' that in the latter Times, ſome ſhall depart from the 
Faith, giving Heed to ſeducing Spirits, or Minds, 
and Doctrines of Devils, commanding to abſtain from 
' 'Meats which God bath created to be received with 
; Thankſgiving, —and W l what he ſays, 1 Cor. 
5 Tape Bf | viii. 


11 
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vill. 8, neither if vu eat are we abe bel lor, neither if 
iv eat not are tue the worſe, for Meat 'commmendeth'us 
"wat ito (Grd. -— Beſides, how ridiculous muſt the 
Diſtinktion betten Fleſh and Fiſh. appear to 
thinking Perſon, Who knows. that Fiſh is 6 
and oſtea · times moe palatable than 'Fleſh. 
Sixchly, the great Merit they attribute to Celi- 
bacy, and the Vous thereof made by their Clergy, 
-and by thoſe who hive in Convents, to the Detri- 
ment of Society, and the Scandal of their Profeſſi- 
2 which they frequently calonobt, . by their 
, Lewdnels and notorious Impurity. 

St. Paul joins this Doctrine with he foregoing, 

-pnd. calls it a Doctrine of Devils and ſeducing Spi- 
nzits. — and Heb. xiii. 4, he ſays, thay Marriage is 
. bantarabie in all, or for all. 
Scvecathly, the great Number of holy, or cather 
idle, Days, which, tho? conſecrated to Saints, are 
_ more; religiouſly obſerved than the Sunday which is 
conſecrated to God, and which are an Geiles of 
indulging Lazineſs and Debauchery. 

Eighthly, the ſpoiling of Religion by a ; thouſand 
4 Saperſtitions, and - Ceremonies » which have but 
an empty Form of Godlineſs, and Wy" the Power 
thereof. 

Ninthly, the rifionlon Hanaur and Worſhip of 
Relicks, of the Bones of Saints departed this Life, 
and of pretended Picces of the Crols of Chrift. 
Tenthly, Pilgrimages, ftationary Churches, as 
if ſome Places Were more holy and. acceptable to 
God than others. 

2 23. Proteſtants obje& el the Church of 
Rome, that they worſhip images, is it very true 
they ſo do, for they deny it? 

A. 23. They may ſay = they pleaſe, but they 
cannot ſhut our Eyes, the Prayers they addreſs. to 
the Croſs, or rather to the · Repreſentation thereof, 
aàod the Honour they pay to the Images of the 
Virgin 
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Virgin Mary and of the Saints are too flagrant and 
open an N ry to. bs juſtified; and, indeed, the 
Leaders of the Roth Church ſeems ſenſible ot the 
Error they maintain, ſince, in moſt of their Cathe- 
chiſms they leave out the ſecond. Commandmeitt, 
wherein all Uſe of Images, in religious Worſhip, is 
abſolutely forbidden. Beek ſince it is not lawful 
to worſhip the Virgin, Angels, or Saints much leſs 
can 25 15 1 wtul to worſhip their mages. 
0 can you prope the taking from 


Foie the Cup, in the Lords Suppef, a an . 
1 ti directly contrary to, Chriſt's Toftitu- 


tion and Command; and it is very remarkable that 
he. only, fgid. pf the Bread, {gke, eat, befeas he 
510 of ihe up, drinł ye It Wy 4015 990 And St, 
ul, who,. had, been inſtructed by Chriſt. Pic elk. 
who appeared to him, ſays, EVERY ONE 4. ot 


eat of that Bread, and DRINK of th $i Up. 7 


Cor. xi. 28, 4 1 b 1. 12) 2 / 2 
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APPENDIX 11. 


Fo FR Explanation of the Ten Commandments is 


_ Queſtion 25, 


HEN the T en Commandments are explaiu- 

ed in ſuch a Latitude as to comprehend 
our ſeveral Duties, towards God and our Neigh- 
bour, how are they conſidered? 

Anſwer 25. As the Summar) of the Law and of 
the Goſpel. 

2. 26. But to juſtify the better, the Extent oi- 
ven to the Ten Commandments, are there not ſome 
Obſervatiqns to be made, and ſome Rules to be 
followed ? | * | 

A. 26. Yes. 

9. 29. What Obſervations muſt be 45. on was | 

Commandments ? 

A. 27. Firſt Obſervation on the Commandments. 
Some of them are negative and others pofitive, that 
is to ſay, that ſome of them forbid, or declare what 
we muſt avoid, whilſt others enjoin what we are to 
do; therefore all the Commandments are ever in 
Force; but tho? the Negative muſt never be broke, 
yet, the Poſitive cannot always be obſerved ; for 
Example, we never can, without Sin, ſerve any 
God but the one true God, but we cannot honour 
our Parents, if we have none, 

This Obſervation holds alſo good, with regard 
to the poſitive Part of the negative Commands, that 
is to ſay, as to what the Commands which forbid, 
muſt be underſtood to enjoin ; thus, when the 6th 
Commandment forbids us to hurt our Neighbour, 
it my. be * to require we ſhould do ood 
go 


Explanation} &c. ror! 


good. 9 Now, it can nevet be lawful to do our 
Neighbour harm, but it is not Lands in out Pow-! 
er to do him good. 


0/2. The negative and poſitive Coriivinds in 
clude reciprocally each other, that is to ſay, — 


when they forbid a Vice, they enjoin the op 


Virtue, and when they enjoin a Virtue, they bid 


the oppoſite Vice, thus, the 1ſt and 2d Commanid-' 
ments forbid, that we worſhip any but the one true 
God, or that we offer him an unſuitable Homage, 
but they muſt be underſtood to require that We 
worſhip the true God, and that we worſhip him in 
a becoming Manner, in Spirit and in Truth. ' 

0. The Commandments which relate to 
God, being the ' firſt and great Commandments, 
muſt be preferred to thoſe which relate to our 
Neighbour, if both cannot be fulfilled, thus we 
muſt obey God, and our Superiors according to 
the Fleſh; but if the Commands of the latter ſhould 
be contrary to the Will of God, it is better to obey: 
God than Man. 

This Obſervation alſo holds good with add to 
the Difference between the moral and the ceremoni- 
al Part of theſe L. aws, for Example, we muſt do 

to our Neighbour, and we muſt obſerve the 

abbath, but if both Duties cannot be fulfilled, God 

will baus Mercy, and not Sacrifice; or Mere) V. Tar 
ther than Sacrifice. ; | 

ObF. 4. The C omatiabdciients ouſt never be fs 

arated, that is to ſay, they muſt all be fulfilled, if 
t is in dur Power fo to do. Whoſoever ſhall keep 
the while Law, and yet" offend in one Point, be is 
guilty of AL Es for he that ſaid; do not commit 
ulla, y, ſaid alſo, do not kill. Now: if thou com- 
mit no Adultery, yet if thou kill, thon art become a 


T meer * oe Eau, "James" it, \ 10, Ti: os 6 
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192 Catechetical 
„a8. What Rules muſt be followed to erlag 
the, en Commandments. | 
28. Firſt, In every Commandant, the po hr 
Things, Vice ur Vutde, expreſſed, comprebends under 
it all ſuch Particulars, as either diret#ly depend upon 
it, or may, reaſonably, be reduced lo it; thus, tho 
the th Commandment mentions but Adultery, it muſt 
be under frood 10 forbid all Kind of Uncleauneſs., 9 8411 

2d Rule. V ben any Tbing is forbidden or enjoined, 
it muſt. und be limited to our Attions, but muſi be ex- 
tended to aur Words, and to the 7 boughts and Deſores, 
of our Hearts , thus, the 6th Commandment for- 
bids us to take away, unlawſully, our Neigkbouz's 

Life. but St. John ſays, that be that bateth bis 
Brather, is & Murgerer, 1 Jehn iii, 15, and our Sa- 
vigu ſays, Math, v. 28, that ubeſocver looketh on g 
Vaman to luſt after ber, has committed Adultery with 
her: already in hi, Heart. The: 1ſt and 20 
Commangdmeats forbid, expreily, Idolatry,: but St, 

aul tells us, Colols. iii. 3, that rere 41 

Aolatry. \ 
3d Rule: Hhere any Duty 'is required, or as ds 
Forbidden, we: are lo. reckon * e te 17 | 
a paſſible Means to fulfil the one, 
ather ; thus, the .6th Commandment 2 to 
Bead, . therefore, we muſt live within Bounds, and 
not expoſe ourſelves to wrong, any, one, by extra- 
vagant Expences. which often depriye, the Labour; 
er and Servant of their Hire, and the Tradeſtman 
of his Livelibogd and Gain, 21 1561: hi93; 

„ Ath Rule. The {aft Commandwent is 22 + 22 
Adered as a ſingle. Command, than as a general Cau 
tian. given ts, us git h Relation to .all the Dutzes 0, 


4 7 a 28th Table; — for, Cue is the Roc of 
2 > I\ d 1 
Sth Rule... i ben ſacver due are forbidden any 
Th ing ourſelves, we muſt take Care not ts be Par- 
takers 


. Explanation, &c, 103 1 oe 
takers of other Men's Guilt, who do what is forbid= 1 
den, - by adviſing, aſſiſting, encouraging, aid- - 1 
ing, abetting, —— giving Countenance to, or con- | 
cealing their Guilt, when it is requiſite it ſhould 


be known, that they may be puniſhed as they. de- 
_ ſerve. | 


THE END. 


ERRATA 


Page 27, Line 3, for effectally, read effectually. 
Page 33, Line 36, for deliver, read Deliverer. 


Page 73, Anſwer 143, for three Claſſes, read 
three Caſes. 


For Paſcal, read Paſchal. 
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